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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa,, amd read prayers.

QUESTTON—RATILWAYS, Mr. BACE-
SHALL'S APPOINTMENT,

Mon, A. H. PANTOX asked the Minister
for Education: 1, What was the date of Mr.
Backshall’s appointment to his present posi-
tion in the Railway Department? 2, What
was the salary attached to the position at
date of appointment? 3, Has his salary been
in¢reased since appointment, if so, by what
amount ?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 10th November, 1819, 2, £350 per
ammum, 3, Yes, by £39, in common with all
memhers of the salaried staff in consequence
of increase in basic wage awarded by the
Court of Arbitration.

MOTION—ELEGTRICITY GENERA-
TION AND DISTRIBUTION,

To ingquire by Royval Copmnission.

Order of the Day read for the moving,
by Hon. J. DBwing, of the ~following
motion: —¢*That in the opinion of this
House the Government should appoint a
Roynl Commission far the following pur-
poses, viz.:—1, To investigate the working,
sale, genm.ltmg and distribution of the
Perth Tlectric Power Station. 2, To report
as to the best means of generafing cheap
power for all purposes within the State.
3, The best location for the cstablishment
of such a plant.”

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [4.24]: Is
it pernussih]e that T withdraw the notice
appearing on the Notice Paper and substi-
tute another? The notice on the Notice
Paper is not worded very well, does not
corrcetly state ‘my meaning, and therefore
I should like to withdraw it and substitute
the following:—

¢“That in the opinion of this House the
Government should appoint a Royal Com-
mission for the following purposes:—1,
To investigate the working of the Perth
Electric Power Station and the genera-

[COUNCIL.)

tion, sale and distribution of electricity.
2, To report as to the best means of
generating cheap power for all purposes
within the State. 3, The Dbest location.
for the cstablishment of sueh a plant.”’

The PRESIDENT: In a case of this sort
it is, I think, necessary to obtain the
opinion of the House, A notice of motion
appearing on the Notice Paper is read with
interest by hon. members, and it is quite
possible that they may regulate their
attendanece, or the time of their attend-
ance, by the terms in which such notice is
worded. In these conditions, it wust be
obvious that an alteration in a notice of
motion is more serious than appears on the
surface. I propose, however, in this in-
stancée to ask leave of the House that the
notice of wotion rend by the hon. member
shall be substituted for that appearing on
the Notice Paper.

Leave given,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [436]: 1
move—

That in the opinion of this Hounse the
Government should appoint a. Roval Com-
mission for the following purposes:—1,
TFo investigate the working of the Perth
Flectric Power Station and the gencra-
tion, sale and distribution of clectricity.
2, To report as te the best means of
generating cheap power for all purposes
within the State. 3, The best location
for the establishment of such a plant.

T thank lhon. members for the leave given to
substitute the wmotion. Tts intention is prac-
tieally identieal with that of the one with-
drawn.,  Lasl session, on the 1Sth November,
I moved the following motion:—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should appoint a Royzl Com-
mission to inquire into the feasibility of
generating electrical energy at Collie and
transmitting the same from there with a
view to reducing the cost of the supply
of power for industrial and domestie pur-
poses at centres where it is required.

Tt will be neticed that the motion T have
now moved is somewhat different. Owing
te what appears to me to be 2 very serious
posiiion in regard to the Elcetrical Depart-
ment and the working of the power house,
I now desire that a eloser inguiry should
be held than the one [ outlined last
session, 1 think I shall be able to satisfy
hon, members that the porition in regard to
the generation of electricity in this State s,
to say the least of it, unsatisfactory. With-
out wishing to east reflections on anybody
conmected wifh the power house, T desire io
traee the history of that institution, point
out that what was anticipated has not been
found possible, and snggest that there may
be certain things in respeet of which an out-
side expert would be able to give very great
assistance. The general manager, Mr. Tay-
lor, is not personally known to me, No
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reflection whatever will be cast upon that
gentleman in the course of my remarks; he-
eause T realise that he iz a first-class expert,
and from some correspondence whieh T will
read to the Flouse it will be secen that he is
‘held in the very highest esteem by the Gov-
ernment, and particularly by the Minister
for Railways, under whose jurisdiction he is,
When T moved the motien last session it was
perhaps. mv fault that T was not able to -
press the House, or may be the House was
not in a hwmour to undertake the disenssivu
of what appeared to me to be a very serious
position. Tf it was serious them. it is a
great deal more serious to-day. My motion
of last scssion was from time to time post-
poned,  Among others Mr. Lynn spoke to
it. T did not get from him the support 1
‘had expeeted. On almost the last day of the
session  the Minister for Education asked
leave to discharge my motion from the
Notice Paper. He said that he would sce to
it that the fullest investigation was made
during the recess. That has been done as far
as I have been able to do it, and I wish to
place before the FMouse some correspondence
to show that the Minister for Railways is
not sympathetically disposed towards my
motion. I had hoped, I still hope that the
position of the electrical works in Perth will
arrest the attention of hon. members. I am
taking this course from a sense of public
doty. T do not profess to be an electrical
engineer, and so T shall not deal with elee-
tricity to any.great extent. But T hope that
hon. members who have a greater knowledge
of such matters will give attention to this
very serious position. Mr, Lovckin disap-
pointed me last session. He has a wide know-
ledge of this subject, and has had oppor-
tunity for travelling unnder speeial ecireum-
stances and investigating eleetrical works in
other parts of the world, especinlly in
America, T hope he will give the House tne
benefit of the knowledge hz has acquired.
Mr, Stewart is an eleetrical engineer, and 1
am sure he can throw a strong light on this
subject. T hope that if I am wrong in my
cententions he will criticise me severely. 1
trust that the members I have mentioned,
and others who are interested in electrieal
matters, will take an iuterest in this dis-
cussion and cither prove my contentions
to be wrong, or whole-heartedly support me.
T do not intend to read the letters T have
written to the Minister for Railways in
order to enll his attention to this matter.
The first letter T wrote was in April. In that
T said that no investigation, as promised by
the Minister for Edueation, had heen car-
ried out. Tn veply to that T reecived a very
significant letter from the Minister for Rail-
ways which showed me at once that he was
not at ene with me in my attitude. Here is
the letter—

I have to acknowledge the receipt of
vour letter of the 20th inst. relative to the
question of gencrating electricity at Col-
Yie. I am submitting your letfer to the
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general manager of our eleetricity supply
for his comments. T nate your desire
that experts should be appointed to inquire
into this matter, hut, judging from the sue-
cess of our power starion under Me, Tay-
lor’s control, apd comparing it with those
of other SBtates, and also taking inte con-
sideration the world wile cxperience which
our manager has had, and the confidence
reposed in him by sueh a reputable firm
as Messrs, Merz and MeClellan, T de not
know of any one who would be more cap-
able to give expert advice than Mr, Tav-
lor himself. However, when T reeeive his
report T will give the matter further con-
sideration. '

That showed me that the way was not all
clear in this matter and that the confidence
the Minister had in Mr. Taylor, led him to
believe that Mr. Taylor was able to give all
the information that the Government rve-
quired. Mr. Taylor is the manager of the
tramways and is alse Superintendent of clee-
tricity supply in Perth, I thoucht if he had
all the knowledge in the world and was the
last word in eleetricity, as the Minister evi-
dently regards him, that My, Tavior had not
the time to give consideration to this import-
ant matter. It was, thercfore, necessary to
get some other adviee in order to assist Mr,
Taylor and the Government in bringing this
question to some sort of finality. I again
wrote in reply to that letter in practically
the same strain as T had done hefore. I re-
ceived from the Ministér a rather lengthy
but very important letter. There is an under-
lying principle in this which I do not like.
I do not think it has the support of the Gov-
crnment; and it certainly eannot have the
support of a large number of members. In
reply to my letter the Minister wrote as fol-
lows on the 13th May, 1921:—

I have to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 20th wlto, which has remained
unanswered owing to my absence from the
State. In reply I have to advise you that
T am quite cognisant with the desirability
of obtaining expert advice; the anly point
on which you do not appear to follow me
is in the fact that we have the best ex-
pert adviee availahle.

Mr. Taylor is no doubt immeorsed in his
work here, but part of that work is to keep
himself au fait with such matters as the
Morwell deheme and other sueh under-
takings, and use his judgment in making
comparisons between the likelihood of their
suceesy here as compared with Melbourne,

This evidently means that Mr. Taylor is the
last word in eleetricity—

I attach hereto some newspaper cuttings in
the Tight of which your original estimate
on the report of that Committes will prob-
ably have to be recast. You will sce that
Mr. Stone—

Mr. Stone was a member of the original com-
niiftee which reported to the Vietorian Gov-
crnment upon the Morwell Schema—
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—has criticised the action taken by the
Electricity Commissioner—
That is Sir John Monash.

and from a perusal you will find answers
to several of the questions your communi-,
cations contain, [ am sorry you do not
agree with tho peliey of the Government
in expending money on the present gen-
erating station at Perth. Before any ad-
ditional buildings are ereeted at FEast
Perth and plant installed, the question of
railway freights would have to he consid--
erefl with a view to reducing the cost of
coal to approximately 16s. 10d. per ton at
the power house; also the advisability of
owning o conl mine to supply the reguire-
ments of the power station, as it is ohvions
that the cost and the getting of coal must
be in our hands and net at the will and
pleasure  of colliery companies or coal
tribunals,

This suggests another State trading concern.
Tt is an alarming attitule for the Minister
to take up, sceing that the Government at
present in office are entirely opposed to State
trading concerns. T do not think we can get
any more cvidenee of the position as to the
action of the Govermment than we get from
this paragraph. I regret to sec it in the
letter. It is an interesting letter, and shows
the real reason for the high cost of elee-
tricity to-day.
If coal costs, ineluding railway freights,
-canmot be redueed and the demand for
electric power warranted a generating
station of greater capacity than the Iast
Perth station no doubt such should be as
near the ecoalfields as possible, subject to
an ample supply of cirenlating water. This
is of vital jmportance. 1t must be remem-
bered, however, that to erect an electrie
power station cquivalent to the East Perth
one to-day, wounld ecost at least two and a
half times what it has done up to the pre-
sent.  Qur, present station is ample to sup-
pl¥ the requirements of Perth and the
metropolitan area for the next five or six
years. In addition the transmission lines
(these would need to be in duplicate)
would of themselves cost te-day neariy as
mueh as our original station in Perth.
Under such eircomstanees how wonld you
suggest that onr industries be given cheap
electrieal motive power? The cost of the
coal and the ecost of establtshing such
works in thewselves preclude the possibility
of eheapening power at the present time.
Take coal alone, and in this you are partie-
ularly interested. When the power station
was established in 1914, the cost of coal
for this station (smalls) was 4s. per ton,
freight 6s. 4d. or a total cost per ton at
the station of 10s, 4d. ‘To-day 1921, the
cost of coal (smalls) at pits’ mouth is 12s.
Gl,, 8s. 6d. incremse im the cost of coal,
freight 11s. 8d., increase 3s. 4d., or a total
of 24s. 2d. per ton.
I realise all that. Hon. members may be
gurprised that I am quéting these figures

[COUNCIL.]

showing the high cost of coal, but they in-
dicate how interested T am in the progress
of the State. My desire is to see that cost
reduced.
Tt is impossible to make a comparison be-
tween the Perth seheme and the Morwell
one, in view of the great difference in
pofrulation,  We have in Perth o popula-
tion of 130,000 wherens Melbourne has
800,000, The great difference in the cost
of coal at Morwell, which is given at 2s. 34,
rer ton, compared with Collic smalls at 12s,
Gd. per ton here, will further demonstrate
te you the impractieability of any such
scheme at the present juncture.
So far as the Morwell coal is concerned, this
is only about two-thirds as gobd us Collie
conl. Indeed it is quite inferior to Collie
eoxnl.
Undoubtedly, it our population were about
ten times as preat as it is, it wonld be n
financinlly sound matter to establish an
clectrienl power house at Collie for the
supply of cheap power, but under cxisting
canditions, and as far as can be seen, for
the immedinte future, it would simply be a
lamentable waste of public funds to take
inte consideration such a propesition as
you suggest. 1t would not nced a Commis-
sion, Royal or otherwise, to come to that
conclusion—it could be seen here from a
cursory investigation of the facts as they
exist.
There is a great deal in this letter which is
quite eorrect and true. The Government and
the people of Western Australin have my
svmpathy, owing to the eircumstances which
eompel them to face this high cost of elee-
tricity, My object is to point out low this
came about, and see if it is not possible to
idnee the Leader of the House to represent
to the Govermment that in the best interests
of the State it is nceessary to have an im-
maediate investigation, 1 have, a long para-
graph  here which [ hope will appear in
“Hansard,’? if T may pot it in as 3 sort of
exhibit without reading it.
The PRESIDENT: The hon, member must
reacd it
Hon, J. EWING: [ wanted fo save the
Ilouse the necessity of listening to this leng
and mnot well-printed letter. However, the
eflcet of it is that Mr, Stone, who took ex-
ception to 8ir John Monash’s scheme, pointed
out fhat in his opinion the hydro-eleetrie
scheme for Victoria would he the hetter one.
That was three weeks prior to the address
given hy Sir John Monash on the subjeet of
electrieity. As far as | can remember, thisg
address stated that he (Sir John Monash) was
entirely opposed to the hydro-electric scheme
for Victoria, that it would not pay, that in
many cases clectricity generated from coal was
cheaper, He went on to peint out that Mr.
Stone was not correet as to the cost of gen-
erating electricity at Morwell, Sir John
Monash is a responsible man, and is at the
head of affairs in conneetion with the Mor-
well scheme. He stated on July %th, 1921,
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that he was going straight ahead with the
scheme, and gunaranteed to the people of Vie-
torin to deliver this energy from Morwell at a
cost of about .45 of a penny, or at all events
upder 1hd. per unit, T think Sir John
Monash was appoeinted to this position to
show whether or not he could do this. Opera-
tions had been going on for a long time in
eonnection with this schewme, and Sir John
Monash had all the facts and figures before
him. He has contradicted the statement made
ky Mr. Stone, which the Minister for Rail-
ways sent to me. In Sir John Monash’s
opinion everything is in order amd the scheme
is going to be an clectrical success and will
give to the residents of Melbourne and people
in the surrounding areas concerned cleetricity
at something under 154, per wnit. When he
made that rvemark there were vociferous
cheers, and the people felt they would ulti-
mately be relieved of the iniquitous cost of
clectricity from which they have been suffer-
ing for a long time. T hope the Press will
re-publish this statement so that hon, mem-
bers might see what is going on with regprd
to the Morwell scheme,

Hon. A. Lovekin:
livered?

Hon. J. EWING: Tt is a lecture by Sir
John Monash, the head of the Morwell elee-
tricity scheme, as published in the Melbourne
fAge.”’

Hon. A, Lovekin:
going to be delivered?

Hon. J. EWING: Tn Melbourne, a dis-
tance of abont 95 miles. That is what T am
aiming at for the people o} Western Aus-
tralia, 1 wish to say a few words in connee-
tion with the power honse and the agreement
with the, Perth City Council. It is necessary
to follow rather closely the passing of the
Act, and see how it was that the Parliaments
of Western Anstralia did not thoroughly get
a grip of the matter and preveut this measure
from becoming law. Tt will be seen from the
aeccounis for last year that the position has
hecome a very serious one. The return from
the power station for the 30th June, 1921,
shows the following position: the total eapi-
tal acconnt, £456,274 earnings, £92,312; op-
erating expenses, £74,978; net revenue after
paying operating expenses, £17,334; interest
charges, £20,644: Dbalance after paying in-
terest charges, £3,310 deficiency; antiquation
charges, £6,250; balance after paying interest
and antiquation charges, £9,560 debit. Al
thongh they arc eharging this high price for
electricity they have lost the sum of £9,560.

The Minister for Edueation: You are re.
ferring to the figures up to the 30th .Tune,
1921¢

Houn. J. EWING: To the 30th .June of this
year. The operating expenses per munit sold
amount to: management 0.054., generation
.724d., distributing (whiclk is almest cqual to
the amount they are charging the Perth City
Gouneil for distribution) 0.02d., or a total
of .0794. The charges per wnit: antiquation
.G7d., interest .22d., total .294.; giving a
total cost per unit sold of 1.08d.

Where was that de-

Where is the current
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Hon. H, Stewart: Tlo you know how lony
the agreenient with the Perth City Couneil
will last?

Hon, J. EWING: T will tell the hon.
member ali abeut that, and I hope all hon.
members will lister to what I have to say.
That is the position with regard to these
electrienl works in Perth for the year
ended the 30th June, 1921. Now let me
draw the attention of hon. members to the
fact that in 1913 the Government of West-
ern Australin, Mr, Scaddan being Premier
then, cntered into an agreement with the
Perth City Council.

The Minister for Edncation: In 1912,

Hon, .JJ, EWING : No; in 1913, The
agreement may have been mwade in 1912,
but the Act wis passed in 1913, T shall

not labour the question; hon. members can
examine the position for themselves, Para-
graph 6 of the agrecment with the Perth
City Couneil states—

Subject as hereinafter provided, the
pricc to be paid to the Government of
Western Australin by the Corporation
for current supplied to it hereunder shall
he at cost price to the Government.

That is where it did not end, however, and
I mn very sorry it did not end there. If the
Government at that time counld have fore-
seen what was going to happen—I do not
say for a moment that they could—they
would never have made suek an agreement.
However, the then Ministers must have
krown that they could not in an arbitrary
manner fix a price, in the absence of know-
ledge of what industrial conditions were
going to be. TUnfortunately, industrial con-
ditions have proved far worse than could
possibly have been anticipated when . the
agreement was made. However, it ig an
unstatesmanlike aetion to fix a price in
that way. Nevertheless, had the paragraph
ended there, all would have bcen well, be-
cange the Perth City Council wowld have
been paying to the Govermment whatever
the cost of the electricity was to the Gov-
ernment, But there is a provise to the
last paragraph—

Provided always that the cost per miik
to ba charged by the Government for
current supplied by the Government to
the Corporation pursnant to this agree-
meut shall not exceed %d. per unit.

That, of course, is where the mistake was
made. I cannot imagine how any responsible -
fiovernment could fix a price in  that
manner, having no idea of what indusirial
eonditions were going (o be in 10 or 15
vears’ time. Indeed, within about five
months the Government became alarmed at
the position, and saw how serions the mat-
ter was going to be for the people of West-
ern Australia as a whole. In passing,
althongh T take exception to all this T am
not blaming the Perth City Couneil one jot,
nor the Fremantle Municipal Couneil either.
Those two councils got the best deal they -



604

possibly could, and a mighty fine deal it
«as. All I am now secking to do is, not in
any way to raise the price to those twao
councils, but to see¢ whether we cannot
produce electricity at a price even lower
than that which the councils are paying
to-day, thereby  benefiting both  those
hodies and al the same time rendering an
inealenlable service to the people of West-
ern Australia, One of the good things
supposed to accrne to the Government from
the agreement was the supply of clectric
light to all their buildings at 1346d. per
uwnit; that is, Governnment buildings within
a radius of flve miles from the Perth Gen-
eral Post Office. I am satisfied to-day that
that did not represent any great benefit to
the Government. Even to-day, with a small
plant, the Government could generate their
own electricity and supply it in any
quantity reguired to the various Govern-
ment buildings in the metropolitan area at
less than 1%d. per unit. It is not costing
the Perth City Council anything like that
rate; they purchase at #d. per unit, and
‘make a profit.  Therefore the argument as
to supply of electricity to Government
‘buildings is not worth further note. The
most alarming part of the agreement, how-
-gver, is to be found in paragraph 18—
This agreement shall remain in force
for 50 vears, and doring that period there
shall be an antiguation fund of two per
-eent. and a sinking fund of ome per eent.
The Perth City Council to-day, under cer-
tain conditions with which I am not
fully conversant, are confributing so mueh
towards the sinking fund. That fund is
being built up. Bat now let lion. members
listen to the mext portion of the paragraph,
as to what is te happen at the cnd of 50
years, or, to be strictly correct, at the end
of 48 vears—two years prior to the termina-
tion of the agreement—

If the Government shall be a party to
-giving notice to the determination of
this agrecement witbin two years prior to
the determination thereof, the Govern-
ment shall pay to the Corporation a sum
_equal to all the econtributions that the
Corporation shall be deemed to have
made to the sinking fund by virtwe of
paragraph 6.

I cannot conceive what the Government
were thinking of. They gave the Perth
City Council everything they asked for;
and, later on, the Perth City Council are
actually to become part owners of the
scheme,

Hon. J. Duffell: The Perth City Couneil
did not get everything they asked for,
though.

Hon. J. EWING: They got most of it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did pot Parliament
agree to that provision? )

Hon. J. EWING: Of course Parliament
2id. We have to be careful not to agree to
too many things. I am of Mr. Sanderson’s
.opinion, that we are net allowed suflicient
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time for consideration of these matters,
Let me repeat that I regard the position
under this agreement as most alarming.
Here the State is tied up for 50 vears, and
if the cost of production does not come
down I do not know where we shall be,
Fresently T will tell hon. members what, in
my opinion, it will cost the country in hard
cash if the consumption remains what it is
and the cost of production does not come
down, Now Jet me review hriefly the
passage of this Bill through another place
and throvgh this Legislative Council. By
doing so T feel sure T shall secure the hearty
support of the Leader of this House. The
then Premier, Mr. Scaddan, introduced the
necessary RBill into the Legislative Assem-
bly during October or November of 1813,
Hon. members will see from the then
Premier’s remarks that he considered he
had the advice of the best electrieal ex-
perts in the world—just as to-day he con-
siders Mr. Taylor’s advice the best he can
possibly secure. Tor my part, T eare not
who the adviser mav be: there are just as
geod men, and probably better men, te be
found. I consider that there is always
wisdom in giving bDumbers access to a
matter of this kind. Mr. Seaddan said—
We shall make a profit out of the couneil
althongh we sopply the corrent at cost.
I want to know what profit tha Government
are making to-day. I have given the figures,
and it is a simplo caleulatiou. Mr. Seaddan
proeceded—
If the Govermment gave two Years’ notice
prior to determining, the Government would
have to repay all the contributions of the
couneil,
I bave dealt with that aspect of the maiter.
The whole of this business arrangement is
based upon the sale of coal at Gs, per tou at
the pit’s mouth, The price of the same elass
of conl has doubled since, the present price
being about 12s. per ton at the pit’s mouth,
When Mr. Scaddan was moving the second
reading of the Bill he said that the supply
of clectricity was based on the purchase of
coal at Gs. per ton at the pit’s mouth. An-
other factor, and n wmost important one, is
that double the former railway freight is now
Leing charged on eoal. Tn that watter ihe
Govermment are absolutely ‘‘hoist with their
own petard.’”’  Formerly the freight on eoal
was Vad. per ton per mile; now it is 1d. per
ton per mile. This fact has alarmed those
in charge of the electrical works, so alanned
them that they are Jlooking around for
cheaper supplies of coal, What T have quoted
from ‘‘Hansard’’ was afll T ecould find of
speeial interest in the second reading debate.
Hon. members in another place did not appear
to regard the matter with any great degree of
conectn.  All they were concerned about was
that the municipalities ontside the five mile
radins from the Perth General Post Office
should get the sawme cheap supply as the
Perth City Council; and that matter was
fixed up in the course of the passage of the
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RBill. The erux of the whole thing, the posi-
tion in which the State was going to be
Placed by this bad agreement, did not seem
to attract the attention of hon. members with
one exveption, Mr. Wisdom. Mr. Wisdom
saw right ahead, saw the danger, and he
pursued the matter as far as he could in an-
other place. During the Committee stage,
Mr. Wisdom, who was the then member for
Claremont, said—

It was a good agreement for the Perth
City Couneil, but a very bad one for every-
one else. He did not helieve that the Gov-
ernment eould produce current at H%d. per
unit.

In erder to sliow how memberg in another
place were put off the track, let me quote
what the then leader of that Mouse said in
replyv— -
- I am not prepared to accept vour ad-
vice. T think yon are foolish to waste voug
time here if you ¢an give better adviee
than Merz and MecTellan,
Thase engincers advised the Government that
the power station could he built for about
£200,000. It has actually cost over £400,000.
The capitalisation I mentioned here to-day is
£456,000. They nlso advised the Government
that eleetricity counld be gencrated by those
works at .34d. per unit. Had that position
heen attained, it would have been a magnifi-
cent one, and T should not be here now en-
deavouring to seeure the appointment of a
Royal Commissien to inguire into the mat-
ter. But almost within two months of the
making of the agreement with the Perth City
Council, these engincers wrote to the Govern-
ment stating that they could not supply the
eleetricity under .83d. per wnit.  However,
it was then too late—the Perth City Council
agreement had already heen made by the
Government., 1§ Merz and MeLellan are ex-
pert advisers, all T can say is that I do not
want them to advise me, anvhow. 1f cxperts
tell me to-day that I can build a house for
£1,000, and six months later come along and
tell me that it will cost £2,000, I have no use
for them. T am concerned to think that a
Government of this State should have had so
much coufidence in those wen. T am con-
eerned also to think that the present Gov-
ernment are supposed to be in touch with
those experts. T do not know whether T am
right in making that asscertion but I am given
to understand that they are still, to a eertain
extent, connected with the Government in re-
gard to these matters. When we remember
that instead of supplying electricity at .S4d.
per nnit it is costing 1.084., what position
are we in? Mr. Wiadom went on to point
out that in the old world, where the best
machinery and the best of coal for gener-
ating power were at hand, eosts were very
much higher than were anticipated by the
Government in their agreement with the Perth
City Council. In Manchester the eost was
83d,, in Glaspow .83, and in Leeds .9144d.
Yet & man like Mr. Wisdom whoe tried to de
something for the State only met with ridi-

enle. I de not know what Mr. Wisdom’s
capabilities in this direction were, but I can-
not help thinking that he must have studied
this subjcet considerably or he could not have
forecasted the position so closely as he did.
This is the reply he got from the Premier—
Were he not satisfied in regard to ex-
pert adviee reccived and paid for at a high
figure, he might have wondered if the hon.
member (Mr. Wisdom) was not the lead-
ing' etectrical expert in the world.
That is what Mr, Wisdom got when he tried
to o his duty and that is the sort of ridicule
that is heaped on other members who try to
do their duty. They are ridiculed because
they staud up in the House and fight for a
eause somewhat forlorn perhaps, but a cause
in which they bhelieve. If members in an-
other place had taken notice of Mr. Wisdom,
the State of Western Australia would be in
a far hetter position to-day.

Hon. G. W, Mileg: Bounce and bluff,

Hon. J. EWING: The Premier wens on
ta say, and this is a most remarkable stzte-
ment—
From the Governmeni point of view a
risk bhad been tauken as to whether we
could produee at .735d. per wnit, hut we
had accepted the best expert adviee avail-
able.
My reading of the Premicr’s statement is
that he was willing to aceept that adviee
agninst the advice given him by his own
cugineers.,  Someone mnst have been telling
the Government that this was 2 bad scheme.
Yet In spite of that, although a doubt had
been raised in the mind of the Premier of the
day, he was so satisfied with Merz and Me-
Lellan that he said—
“ip right ahkead and 11 will he well.??
There is another significant passage in the
Premier’s speech, which hears out what 1
believe is true. Tt states:—
The Government have no right to ex-
tract money from the pockets of one set
of people to put it inte the pockets of
another set of people.
Why should the Perth City Couneil and the
Tremantle people have cheap electricity while
other people in the State have to help to
pay for it%

Hon, J. Nicholson:
thing, wheat and all.

Hon. J. EWING: - Then it has no right to
apply. This is all due to this foolish agree-
ment. The Premier went on to say:—

The Government were well proteeted by

the maximunr price.

How well protected hon. members will know
when they read the figures. The Government
were not protected at all and the people of
the State were not protected. This is all
of importance that happened in another
piaes,  In this Chamber the Bill came for-
ward on the last day of the session,  almost
in the last hour of the session and the Leader
of the Homse, Mr. Drew, certainty did not

That applies to every-
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put the matter clearly before members.. He
did not mention anything about the -¥d.
a unit. He merely aspoke in a general way,
and members did not realise the seriousness
of the position. If they had realised it, if
the Leader of the House had foreseen what
he afterwards realised, this agreement woulld
never have come into existence, On the last
day of the session when the business was be-
ing rushed through, this impertant measure
was rushed through without any comment
from any private member with the ex-
eeption of the remarks made in Committee by
Alr. Sanderson, Mr. Davies and the late Mr.
Gawler. Even they were not concerned ahout
what it was going to cost the State; they
did not have time to consider the figures.
What they were concerned about was the
adjoining municipalitics, and as soon as the
Minister in charge of the Bill assured them
that arrangements would be made to supply
cheap electricity to distriets outside the five
miles radius, they said nothing more. If
the debate had heen adjourned for a day
or two, the present Leader of the House
would have made the speech which he made
some two vears afterwards.

The Minister for Education. 1 regarded
it as compensation to the City of Perth for
having Dheen deprived of the trams.

Hon, J. EWING: Then it,is compensation
which is goeing tn cost the State a lot of
money. The Bill passed its second reading
practically  without diseussion and  went
through the Committee stage in about five
minutes without any diseussion beyond what
T have already indicatel, Now it is the law
of the land. Two ryears iater the present
Y.eader of the House, who then sat in the
seat now occupied by Mr. Stewart, became
alarmed at the position aml, as a good public
man, he cxpressed his opinion regarding this
matter. On a motion te return certain files
to the Railway Department, which files T be-
lieve were of considerable bulk, he made this
comment;—

I have no hesitation in saying that, after
recciving 2 very handsome fee, Messrs.
Merz and MeLellan established this power
house at u cost exceeding GG per eent. the
estimate which they subunitted to the Gov-
venment and that the generating cost will
be 53 per cent. in exeess of their estimate.
If any firn hadl treated s client in that
way, I venture to say that cliont would
not have been sn warm n defending those
engineers ns the Government scem to be in
defending Messrs. Merz and MeLellan,

The hon. member also deult elearly with the
aenerating cost and capital cost of the power
house. Tn Mr. Merz's report thie capital was
given aus E205.810, or roughly speaking
£200,000, The estimate for 12 million units
of vleetricity was 544, per unit, Last vear
the power house produced 22,506,330 units
and the eost was 1.08d. So fur as 1 can see
the greater the number of units produced the
mreater the cost will be.  Mewhers ean see
the disparity in the actual figures and the
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figures quoted by the present Leader of the
House when he was oceupying another seat.
The hon. member at that time was very much
concerned about the position. He added:—
The work js even now incomplete. The
cost instead of being £200,000 will be close
up to £400,000 and the cost of producing
a unit of eleetrieity, instead of heing 544,
will be, according to JMerz and Melellan’s
latest estimate .327d., which is very much
nearct a peany than the halfpenny.
That is what the hon. member said alier two
vears expericnce of the works.

The Minister for Edvcation: T regarded
it as compensation to the City of Perth for
the Governnient having taken over the trams.

Hon. 7. BWTNG: Tt is compensation which
will prove n very serious thing for this State.
1 have already told the FHouse that after
seven years of working this plant, the gener-
ating cost is 1.08d. per unit and the Govern-
ment are selling to the Perth City Couneil
for 754, per umit, a loss of .23d. per unit
last year. The Perth City Council consuined
§,337,893 units last year and, therefore, the
loss was £11,500. T ecannot understand and
T do not think any other member will be
able te uonderstand why the Government,
after two years’ had clapsed and when they
had the advantage of the speech made by
the present Leader of the House and the
advantage of their two years’ expericnce of
the works, made an agreement with the Fre-
mantle Municipal Council. T do not contend
that the Fremantle Couneil shounld not have
electricity from the Government works at as
clieap a rate as the Perth City Council, but the
Government aetwally entered into an agree-
ment with the Iremantle Couneil for 25
years with the right of rencwal for another
23 years, according to the wishes of the
Council, to supply current at .85d. per unit.
I am eredibly informed by those who know
muoch more about the subjeet than T do that,
allowing for conversion, transforming, ete.,

the Fremantle Council are receiving their
current at a lower rate thian the Perth City
Couneil, Yet  this  second  agreement
was  cntered into  with o full know-
ledge of two years’® working and with a
full  knowledge of the  loss  whieh
was  heing  incurred  during  that  period.

T cannot say for certain, but I believe that
to-ddlay the manager is stretehing out cast
and west and north and south to get as mueh
trade ns he ¢an in order to endeavour to re-
duce the penerating eost, and is selling cur-
rent at a price which means that he must
reduce his costs enormously if he is going to
cut ont the loss which will acerue to the State.
T am informed that he is doing things which
the Perth City Couneil would never have
dreamt of doing, incurring costs whieh should
uot be ineurred and involving the State in
cnormions loss.  That is why T ask for an
inquiry. Tt is useless for me to mnake nn
assertion and for the Alinister merely 1o
write to the manager asking him if he is
doing this or that, No doubt Mr. Taylor ig
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doing his best. The price of coal has gone
up and the cost of other requirements has
gone up and the position is a parlous one, but
that is no reason why there should not be
an inguiry into the matter.

Hou, )., Duffell: Mr. Taylor deserves very
preat eredit for what he has accomplished.

o, .. EWING: Yes, and I give him
full eredit for it. T am not eriticising Mr.
Tayler, but T want to have the whole matter
inquired into.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Is not the only way to
deerease his costs to inercase his output?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, and he is endeav-
curing to Jdo that. At the same time these
Josses are being incurred. Why shonld the
Government have entered into the apreement
with the Fremantle Council for practically
50 ycars? The Fremantle Couneil is getting
power on practieally the same terms and con-
ditions as the Perth City Council. Without
taking into account the cost of transforming
or converting, it means a loss of .23d. on
every unit supplied to the Fremantle Council.
The consumption at Fremantle was about
4,000,000 yunits lasgt year. Therefore the loss
represented about £3,833. TIf we add this te
the loss on the eurrent sapplied to the Perth
City Council, we have a loss of £16,000 for
lnst year, a sum which will be lest every
year until the rates are increased. The
pgreater the consomption of electricity, the
greater the loss to the State will be.

Han, .T. Duffell: The loss would be greater
if the power had to be transmitted from Collie
to Perth,

Hon, J. EWING: T am not arguing that
at all. All T ask is that the Government
grant us an inquiry. | may be entirely wrong
in my arguments. The Minister for Rail-
ways rtated T had ne knowledge of what T
was talking about, but that is merely the
opinion of one man. What the opinion of
three or four wmen after investigating the
martter would be I do not know,

The PRESIDENT: Order! Tt is ncces-
sary at this stage for the TTouse to express
an opinion as to whether the motion shenld
be procceded  with.

That motions be continued.

Hon..F. EWING: T thank the House for hav-
ing allowed me to proceed. T desire to ieal
with this question theroughly so that there
will be no need to ask the Wouse to devote
attention to it on another occasion. T desire
it possible to arowse onthustasm on this ques-
tion, | want members to stand up and tell
me whether T am wrong in my argvments.
1t T am wrong T am perfectly willing to
acerpt the position, The time has eome when
an inquiry is neecessary, and that is the only
reason why I have brourht this matter hefore
the Uouse. The total consumption by the
Perth City Couneil has risen hy twe million
units per annum. For every vear sinee 1918
up to the present, there has been a gradual

Resolved:

ingrease in the consumption of electricity -

nntil it is now up to over eight million units.

607

They are able to vope with that output and
there is no troulde in dealing with it, Tt
shows that as the population inereases, and
as oir seeondary industries inerense, so we
must have an increase in the units used.
That very position makes it all the more
important that we should have a thorough
investigation to see what we may expeet
during the next four or fve vears. The pre-
sent loss is at the rvate of £16,000 per annum
under existing eircumstanees.  Should they
eontinue as at present—which T do not con-
template for a moment—for a period of 50
venrs, then Western Australia would have
lnst about £800,000. We hope the present
conditions will not continue, but if the costs
do not come down, and the consumption does
not increase, that will he the paosition eal-
culated on the present bhasis. [f, however,
the consumption inercases and the costs do
not eome down, no hon. member can tell me
what will be the cost of supplying the ecity
of Perth and its suburbs as weil as Fre-
mantle. No one could possibly estimate what
the position would be under those ecircum-
stances. Unless we can get the cost of coal
and other things decreased, we will not be
ahle to say what the position will be, Un-
less improvements are made in the diree-
tion T have indicated, the State will not
he in a position to supply eurrent ex-

cept at a serious loss. That is another
matter which sheull be inquired into in
order to ascertain if there is any way

of avoiding that position or arriving at an-
other scheme which will lift us out of our
present slough of despond. Let ws have this
inquiry to se¢ whether or not the <ecision
would be in favour of the scheme 1 am advo-
cating. Take the position of the Perth tram-
ways: SBomeone said the other night that they
were the worst condueted teams in the worlid,
I o not know anything about that pesition
hecause T have not travelled recently, I think
Mr, Panton and others said that nowlere else
in the world were the trams so budly con-

ducted as here. .

TTon. R. J. Tynn: That was an exaggera-
tion.

Hon, A, 11, Panton: T said the Western

Austradinn trams were the worst and se they
are,

Tlon. JJ, FWING: At any rate it is not my
statement. T heard it mentioned and there-
fore drew attention to that matter. Thase
lion. members who are more fortunate than
I am, havé lbeen alle to travel about the
world and they gave us that information as
their definite opinion.  The loss on the tram-
ways last year, notwithstanding the increased
fares, was over £10,000. 1 waut hon, mem-
hers to realise that the Government are wp
against their own actions. The cost of elee-
tricity to the Perth trams to-day is 1.24d. per
unit according to the statement by the en-
gineer in charge.

Member: That is the cost of the current.

Hon. J. EWING: That is .494. more than
the figure at which the City Couneil receives
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it. If we could knock off the .24d. it would
wipe off £6,000 of the loss; if it were redueer
another farthing, we would wipe out that
loss of £10,000. The power station is sup-
plying the Perth trams from the Perth sta-
tion at un enormously high rate, making it
difficult and almost impossible for the maa-
ager of the tramways, Mr. Taylor, working in
conjunction with the Perth electric power
house, to make a success of the tramway op-
erations at a price of 1.244. per unit, Can
hon. members mention any part in the world
where any tramway concern has fo put up
with such a charge as that? XNo wonder Mr.
Taxlor cannot make a snceess of the Perth
tramways, Circumstances are all against him
and it is a matter of impossibility to achieve
good resalts.
tion? Let us sce if anything can be done
through the inquiry I am advoeating, to es-
tablish a system which will improve the posi-
tion. The bulk sapplies of current were in-
creased to nearly eight million wnits and they
were sold at 994, per anit, or neariy 14,
practically a farthing less than its cost, to
the Perth City Council. ‘The inerease in the
units generated last year was 6,149,134 uonits
compared with the previous year, and it eost
94, per unit morve to geuerate it. In view
of that fact, where is the argument that in-
ereased consumption reduces cost?  This is
the parlous position we are in at the present
time. We generate roughly seven mil-
lion umits more and logse .19d.  per
unit in the process. T ecannot under-
stand the position; and T hope T hare
been able to place this eclearly before
members. The initial mistake was made, as
I have already mentioned, in not fixing the
price for current at cost price. Had that
been done, it would have been a very fair
thing. T advocate that the Royal Commis-
sion should be appointed at once. The Gov-
ernment should realise the seriousness of the
position and should say that there shall he
no great expenditure in conneetion with the
power house until the inquiry is completed.
T understand it is contemplated spending
£180,000 at the power house. TIf the
Government po on building at that rate, they
will find themselves with an enormous expen-
diture to shoulder when they decide to gen-
erate cleetricity elsewhere.  That is a very
serious position and should be considered hy
the Government. The Government shonld
recognise that no more money shonld be ex-
pended until 2 thorough inquiry is made alone
the lines I am advoenting. That inquiry will
take some considerable time and it will cost
some money, but in the interests of the State
it is cssontial.

Hon. .J. W, Hickey: The agreements which
have heen entered into eannot he varied.

Hon. J. EWING: These agrecments have
been made, signed, sealed, and delivered. An
honourable agrecement entered into wmust be
observed by the parties. T ddo not sce any
loophole of eseape regarding these agreements.
T advoeate this infuiry, however, to show
where the position is leading us, We should

How can we remedy that posi-
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be able to find out whether or not it is pos-
sible to generate electricity and so relieve us
from the burden of these agreements. if
clectricity can be generated as at Morwell,
where it is conveyed for a distance of 95
miles and supplied to the consumers in Mel-
bourne at under 144, per unit, while it costs
us over & penny te secure our supplies in
Perth, surely we can find some means of gen-
erating electricity and carrying it to Perth
at a cheaper rate than we are getting it to-
day.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The capitalisation of
the East Perth power house has to be bhorne
in mind. The new scheme would have to
bear that capitalisation.

Hor, J, EWING: I do not know whether
that is so. Certainly the secheme would have
to carry some of the capitalisation, hut if we
could reduce the present price of electricity
to 1%d. per unit, the scheme would carry a
lot of capitalisation. If we could deliver
current to any part of Perth and suburbs and
to Fremantle at }4d. per unit, we wonld have
done one of the hest things to serve the best
interests of the State. There is no doubt
about that. Lef us have the inquiry., It is
no use the Alinister for Railways saying that
he has received the last word from the man-
ager of his department, Mr, Taylor. M.
Taylor is a man who has a multitode of
duties to perform. He has far too many
things to attend to, to be able to go
into a1l these wmatters as thoroughly as
I should like. He wounld be the most
marvellons man in the world if he were able
to do everything and still be able to say the
iast word on this question. We should have
an inquiry which would be made both in and
around Perth as well as elsewhere, to see
whetlicr the scheme I am advoeating is pos-
sible or not. Sir John Monash stated in the
report T have referred to that he did net be-
lieve in the hydro-clectric undertakings which
required to be Tocated in inaccessible and un-
inhabited highlands. To show how thoroughly
disinterested I am, and how T simply want te
proeure o cheaper supply of eleetricity eurrent
to the people, T do not intend to advocate
Collie for one moment. Personally I helieve
that Collie is the only place wherc we can get
the uneeessary conditions to enable us to get
sneh a supply of cheap eleetricity as T am
advecating, T de not want that opinion, how-
evar, in any way to affect this inquiry, T
desire to have a free inquiry. We have to
remember that we have no high snowelad
mountains in Western Australia, and T do
not for » moment suggest that we can supply
from the Collie river itself enough water to
enable a great scheme to be carried out, but
T want to hring under the notice of the Gov-
ernment, however, the fact that in the South-
Wost, and especially in Bunbury, certain men
are of the opinion that at Dampier Flat,
along the Collie river, sufficient water can be
conserved to enable the generation of snffi-
cient electricity to supply Western Australia

« for all time,

Hon. H. Stewart: For all time?
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Hen. J. EWING: That is so. I am told
that there is no limit to the water to be con-
served there. 1 am not giving that state-
ment as coming from mysclf, but that is the
opinion of engineers and laymen and others
enthusiastie in the development of an electric
power scheme at that centre. They eontend
that for a small cxpenditure we eould con-
serve seven times the amount of water con-
tained in the Muudaring reservoir,

Hon. K. .J. Lynn: Would you call them op-
timists?

Hon, J. KEWING: T do not know whether
that is the true position or not, bhut I think
it is a matter that should be imquired into
as well as every other aspect regarding the
generation of edectricity in Western Anstra-
lin.

Hon. C. P, Baxter: Are you wanting a re-
port from Merz & Mel.ellan?

Hon. J. EWING: T hope the Government,
will seenre the serviees of the hest expert who
ean be secured in Austealia. T presume the

Government will say to me, as the Minister,

for Railways has alrveady said, that it is
ridiculous to taix about such a scheme at the
present time as we have not got the population.
I understand that the consumption is to he
increased enormously, and if we ean give the
people a cheaper supply of electricity, who
can say what development will follow? We
shall be able to imercase our secondary indus-
tries and, in faet, it will be a wonderful thing
for Western Australia. Regarding the finan-
cial aspeet, Sir Thomas Armstrong & Com-
pany—I think that is the name—is a very
old firm in England.

Hon. A, Sanderson: It is Sir William Arm-
strong, not Sir Thomas.

Hon, J. EWIXNG: That firm has already sent
ont an expert to Sydney and in conjunction
with am engineer has taken an office in that
city.
contraet for the generation of electricity and
the prineipals are prepared to spead any
money on a good scheme. At the present
mowment their engineer is at home, but he
will return to- Australia in a few months.
The financial aspect nced not trouble us at
all. If there is any money in it Sir William
Armstrong will investigate the whole matter,
and -he will decide whether he can offer the
Government a supply of cheap electricity
which will be a God-send to Western Austra-
lia. There is a lot of talk about State enter-
prise and private enterprise, but.if Sir
Willian  Armstrong ecame out here and
spent a million or two milliens of moaney,
in providing eleetricity which could be mile
available to the public at 14d. per unit,
it would be a splendid thing for this State.
Let ws have this inguiry. I take it that I
shall be refused this Royal Commission
because the Minister for Railways has told
the Government, as he has told me, that
he does not believe in it. I ask the Gov-
ernment to rise above the advice of a Min-
ister and see whether there iz anything in
this scheme. The Leader of the House
agrees with me to a great extent because

The firm has already secured one small -

adjourned.
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he has informed the House to that effect
himself. T know he never says anyvthing
but the truth and, in the circumsiances, I
know he swill give mec assistance in connee-
tion with this wvery important matter.
Surely if the Government can *appoint a
Commniission to inquire into our necessary
cdueationnl requivements, whiek inguiry
cost o few thousands, and also are to
appoint a Commisgion regarding our lunacy
laws, as weil as Commissions upon a hun-
dred and one other things, surely they can
find moneyr for the purpose of this very
important inquiry. The Government should
be prepared to find money to pay for the
services of experts to inquire into the whale
subjeet. T want a thorough investigation
and if T get that T shall be more than
satisfied. Mr. Lovekin has some knowledge
of this subject, and if he is 8o inclined, T
am sure he will be able to give the House
some valuable information abont what he
has seen in other parts of the world, and
thus convince the Government that what
[ have been talking about is not altogether
nonscnse. T therefore appcal for his sup-
port, as well ns that of Jr, Stewart who
is an engineer, and alse that of My. Lynn
which T did not reecive in conncetion with
a somewhat similar motion last vear. I
also ask hon. members generally to assist
me in endeavouring to secure this inquiry.
It should not cost the State a very con-
siderable sum of money; I do not suppose
the total expenditure would exceed £4,000
or £5,000. The inquiry should be thorough
so that we might lemrn whether we can ge
in for a large scheme or not. If the out-
come of that inquiry be to generate
clectricity in such a.way as to provide a
cheap supply for the State, the result will
prove a great blessing to Western Aus-
tralia. T thank hon. members for having
listened to me so patiently. T can only ex-
press the hope that T have placed some
interesting figures before them, and that if
they accept those figurcs as worthy of con-
sideration, they will speak %o the motion
swith a view to securing its pnssage through
the House at an early date. T have no
doubt that the Leader of the Honse will
faeilitate this as he has done on other occa-
sions. Then if the motion be accepted, it
is my intention to ask that it be transmitted
to another place for its consideration, and
if it be accepted there as well, the Govern-
ment will understand that the legislature
is satisfied that the expenditure which will
be iuvolved should be incurred in the in-
terests of the State.

On motion by Hon, H., Stewart debate

BILL—-FREMANTLE MUNTICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read =
first time.



610

BILIL—STATE CHILDREXN ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN (Metropolitan) [5.30]
i moving the sceond reading said: For
many years, vou, Sir, have taken a great in-
terest In various movements appertaining to
the welfare of children, and T am very
pleasedd te see that the efforts which are being
wivanced in this dircetion to-day nre being
reinforecd by the members of the Labour
Party who hLave institnted a campaign on
lingr similar to those which you and others
have heen working on for some years past.
At the outset 1 wish to congratulate the
Labour Party on what they are doing, and
to assure them of my support in their en-
deavours to promote the welfare of the chil-
dren of the State. T have travelled a good
deal and T have always taken advantage of
the opportunitics that have offered them-
selves to inquire into what has heen done
with regard to child life in other parts of the
warld. | make beld te say that so far ag T
have been able te judge, the legislation and
the mothods which are, and which have for
some time past been cmployed in Western
Australia are second to none. T have visited
most of the States of America; I have seen
the childrens’ courts there, and have investi-
wiated the childrens’ welfare movement. 1
Lave also attended several of the Canadian
courts and inguired inte the methods in
eperation there. T have also seen a British
court and same of the courts in the other
States of Australia, and while the systems in
foree ave somewhat different from our own,
we have little to Jearn, In regard to the
children s courts in Ameriea, as well ns in
many other places, the magistrates and those

vonnected with the institutions are paid offi-

cinds.  Tn Sonth Australin they have a State
cvouncil,  Here we have an honorary court
composed of 10 men and five women justices
of the peace, | helieve that the honorary
vourt is the best of all, and that it is capable
ot doinyg better work than the paid courts of
other plaves, or even the State eouncil of
South Australin.  For instance, we do not
wrangle, as { am told they wrangle in the
neighlouring State, where one section tries to
gain an advantage over another, All our
efforts are directed to the main object, that
is, the welfave of the chilidven. Yw my travely
1 have been asked to supply copies of our
legistation to let them see what methods we
follow. At Vanconver especially steps are
now heing taken to bring inte force, almost
verbatim, the very Act under which we in
Western  Australia  are  working  to-day.
Nearly overywhere it was admitted that our
systein was  better than theirs, largely be-
cause of the wide diserctionary powers given
to the court under our law. [ propose now
that our cxisting powers shall he even further
widened, If hon. memhbers will hear with me
for o few moments, T will give them an idea
of the procedure which is followed by the
Children's Court in Perth. As I have stated,

[COUNCIT..}

the court consists of 10 men and five women
justices selected by the Government. The
members of the court hold regular meetings
onece a month, and if there are any cases
which invelve problems—and T can assure
hon. members that there are many of them—
those ecases are diseussed and a decision is
arrived at as to what should be done in the
cireumstanees.  From time to time reports
may be seen in the newspapers as to what
takes place at the Conrt, but those veports
do not eonvey anvthing like the real work
whieh is done by the members of the Court.
The members of the court when adjundicating
adopt a view such as this: They say ““If we
were the parents of these partieular delin-
nquent children, what would we deem the
hest action to take for the correction, the re- .
formation, and the future welfare of those
children.’’  We forget for the time being
that we are members of a Court sitting
there to avenge the law or te punish the
children; we consider what steps should be

. taken in order to make of the children good

and reputable citizens. Then instead of send-
ing the children to reformatories or priaons,
we place them out on probation, The result
of that system is that two of the reform-
atory schools, Redhill and Glendalough,
have been closed for want of boys. That
has proved a saving to the State. On the
ong hand the course we follow must be of
great advantage to the boys, bevanse those
hoys who are criminally inelined, if placed
with other similar lads, are less liable to
hecome amenable te reformation, whereas
if we segregate them there is a better
chanee of bringing abont their reformation.
At our meeting in February or March we
had the probation officer present and we
went through the list of 93 boys out on
probation. Of that number all but four
had responded to the more lenient treat-
ment reeeived, which T think is a very good
record indeed.  As for the younger chil-
dren the policy of the court has been to
put them into families with foster mothers,
and in homes, so that they might have
some measure of home life, instead of being
turned out from institutions, machine-made
children.  During last year alonc—the
seerctary of the department is to be con-
gratulated on his efforts in this direction—
83 or 87 children were adopted. Many of
the adoptions were by foster parents with
whom the children had been placed and
whom the State had been paying. Tf mem-
hers will make a ealeulation on an avcrage
length of time of 10 years for which foster
parents are required, and the cost at a
minimum of 10s, and a maximum of 15s.
per week, it will be scen that the adoptions
during that ycar saved the State £20,000.
The placing of hoys on probation has also
Leen the means of saving a substantial som,
inasmuch ns we nre no longer under obliga-
tion to maintain the reformatory schools.
T am in hopes that before long some wmore
of those institutions will be closed and the
¢hildren now there placed in homes, for the
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benefit of themselves and of the State. The
members of ;the court do not confine them-
selves to sitting on the bench and adjudi-
cating upon casSes. They take an interest
in the cases after the court has adjourned.
It is beeause of that we are asking the
House to give us still wider diseretion. Let
me quote one or two instances in which the
diserction we already possess has been. used.
T will mention only such cases as I have
personal knowledge of. A little girl nine
years nf age was brought before the court,
charged by her mother with being an un-
controllable child. The mother wanted the
child placed in an institution. The child
seemed careworn and siek.  The mother, in
her evidence, Adeclared that she could do
nothing with the child, who was in the
habit of running away from home and
playing truant from school. We exercigsed
our diseretion. We remanded the child for
one month. When the court rose, Mr. Goode
and T took the mother and the little child
into my car and drove up to the Children’s
Hospital. On the way Mr, Goode bought
the child a box of chocolates. At the
hospital we got the authorities to keep the
child for a month and watch her. We told
the mother to go home and bring the child's
clothes. As she left the hospital she stole
a towel and took a child’s chocolates. As
the result of inguiries we found that im-
stead of the child being a delinquent, it
was the mother who was to blame. It turned
out that the child was compelled to get
up at 3 o'clock in the morning, clean
eut the fowl-house, milk the cow, then
walk 21, miles to school, having of
eonrse 2.. miles to walk back home
again, very often to find her mother
ont. The child had to get her own
tea and the mother’s also. The story of
the running away from home was based o1
the fact that one evening the child accepted
the invitation of some other children to go
and play with them. They all played to-
gether until dusk, and in attempting to re-
turn home the c¢hild in question got lost,
and was picked up by a publican and taken
to his home, where she was looked after
for the might.  In  the meantime, the
mother, without making anv inquiry from
neighbonrs  or communicating  with  the
poliee, quictly went to bhed at 9 o’elock
and left the child to the merey of
the world. We used our discretion and
put the child in proper quarters, making tha
mother pay. The child is developing into
a bright little thing, and doing very well
at school. That case could not have bren
dealt with in that way but for the disere-
tion permitted us by the Aet. Another case
hag somewhat peculiar features. A woman
whom T will call ““A’’ co-habited with a
man whom T will eall “*B."" They
lived togrther scveral yeara and had five
children. three hovs and two girls. After the
birth of the fifth child ‘*B’' married the
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woman, and the result of the marriage was
two other children, a boy and a girl. Then
‘R’ died. The woman came to Perth and
lived with another man whom I ecall */.J.7*
She had by him one child, a boy. **J?? then
married her. After they had been married
three or four years the woman’ left ““J’’ and
went to live with another man shom I will
eall *“K.’" At this point she disappears from
the seene.  The two little children born after
the marriage with **B’? and the little child
horn of the cohabitation with ““J'* were
brought before *he court, charged with being
neglected children. Sergeant Smith, a most
humane officer, conducted the case. He told us
that the first five childven of the partnership of
fFAT and *“B’? were thieves, vagabonds, and
prostitutes, and as bad as they possibly could
be.  The three little children were eharged
before us with being neglected children. It
appeared from the evidence that the man
f00,77 with whom they lived, was a drunken
sweep, and would come home very late at
night and turn out the three little children
into the strcet before going to sleep. The
only redeeming feature about ‘‘.J’! was that
he supplied plenty of food. When the
children were turned out from home
they sheltered wherever they could until <<.J*?
went away again, when they returned to the
house and got some food. Eventually ¢“J7°
let half the house to two prestitntes, where-
upon the women police came on the scene and
arvested the three little childven. T have
never seen anything more pathetic than the
presence of those three little children in the
court. The eldest was a girl under 4 years of
e, and there was a boy of seven and an-
other boy of five, The little girl pleaded that
she should not be taken awax from her two
Tittle brethers. She said, T am their mother.
Please do not take me away from them.’’
She told us that abe cooked the meals for
Ot and for the children and did all the
washing and mending. This story was
vouched for by the police. This man ¢ J??
had bought a sewing machine on time pay-
ment, and she begged to have the machine,
so that she eould continue to make the clothes
for the little bovs. We concluded that if we
were to take these two little boys away from
that little girl, we would be taking all that
was bright out of the child’s life and, prob-
ably, she would thercupon go to the pack, as
Iter brethers and sisters before her had done.
We decided to keep her with the little boys,
ol to by her the sewing machine, so that
she might go on with her work, We put
the three of them with one foster wother, or
rather we ordered that to he done. The chil-
dren were taken to the detention home until
n foster mother could be found. On the fol-
lowing Sunday the daughter of a member of
the court went to the detention home, taking
some little cakes to the children. The little
girl said to this visitor, *Why cannot we go
to Sunday Schonl?’’  The visitor asked if
she had been in the habit of going to Sun-
day school, and the little grirl told her that
she had. The visitor thereupon went home
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and told the story, with the result that re-
ference was made to Mr. Watson.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Ilon. A. LOVEKIXN: On the day following
the Sunday to which I referred the members
of the court were informed by 3Mr. Watsou
that the directions of the bench to keep these
three children together conld not he complied
with inasmuch as two of the children,
namely, the girl and the boy belonging to
the parentage of **B’’ were Roman Catholics
and the boy belonging to the parentage of
¢ was a Protestant. These three children,
therefore, instead of being kept together had
to be sent to three separate institutions.
Having heard the story about the girl wish-
ing to go to Sunday school we got together
this same Beneh which gave the directions,
and brovught the children up again, although
there was really no authority at the time
under which we could take that course. We
went into the matter and had a chat with
the minister of the Sunday sehool at which
these children were said to have attended. He
informed us that they lad been attending
there for over two years and were very good
children. We, therefore, certified the whole of
ihe three ehildren to he Protestants, and they
were then sent to one foster parent and kept
together. They were sent to a Scoteh lady
and the girl is now mothering the other two
children.  The girl is making their clothes,
and although she is only just over 14 years
she is carning 16s. n week. She gives this
to the foster mother, and is helping the two
boys, who are doing well. 1 hope by the dis-
cretion excrcised by the Bench that at least
three children out of the eight will be saved,
and beeowme good and reputable citizens. TIn
Committee T shall be able to apply that ease

to one of the clauses of the Bill 1
wish to quote another case regarding o
further clange in the Bill. A girl of

17 was charged before the court with having
stolen various articles of elothing and jewel-
lery. She had been in the habit of going
round to the hack premises of residence, in
Perth and stealing, anything she could lay
her hands upon. The evidence hefere us
showed that she had been n bad character all
her life, and was not only a thief but was
walking the streets. The police cvidence was
that no institution would take her; thai she
was bad  and no one wanted her. We
had difficulty at arriving at any con-
clusion regarding her.  Obviously she could
not be allowed to remain at large, and for
the time beinyg we sent her to the Fremantle
gaol, requesting that she should be kept
apart from the other prisoners. A day or two
afterwards four members of the court risited
the gaol to see if anvthing could be done to
asgist the girl. The matron said, ‘It is no
good keepiny this girl separate lest she should
come to any harm from the other women
prisoners, because the other women prisoners
are more likely to come to harm through
lier.?? The lady members of the court had n
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chat with the girl. We went to the Home of
the Good Shepherd, but the gisters told us
that they would not on any account take the
girl as she was too bad and a regular out-
law, The only people who would take the
girl were the Salvation Army anthorities.
Woe were then faced with the religions diffi-
culty, beeause the girt wag a Roman Catholie,
We went to Arehbishop ¢'1-ne and placed the
facts before him, and he sail, ¢ Whatever
you think is best for the girl let it e done.'?
We then placed the pirl in the hands of the
Salvation Avmy.  Mrs. Rischbeith, who was
one of the members of the bhenell, saw the
girl, who told her that she had never had a

chiamee  in life, that when she in her
carlier  dayve  hal  heen to  the Fre-
mantle gaol the first person she saw was

her own motlier, and that if she conld get
i chanee she would avail herself of it. Mrs.
Rischbeith entered into a compact with the
girl and arvanged for a weekly correspon-
denes hetween them.  The girl went to the
Salvation Army home, and Mrs. Rischbeith
bas corresponded with her ever since. The
other day she hrought the girl np to Perth
for a holiday. The gir] stayed with her and
she took her abbut.  Finally Mrs, Risehbeith
got a plaece for the girl, who is now on her
way to bhetter things, T wish to show the
House what work the conrt is doing, and
leave members to say whether we arc on the
right or on the wrong track. If we are on
the wrong track the sooner we are told about
it the better. Some time ago there were
brought up to us every weck a number of
municipal cases of boys breaking boughe
from trees, kicking footballs in the parks,
ete., all petty matters. Tn onc weck there
wore 16 of these eases brought up before the
beueh, on which T happened to be sitting.
We thousht there must be something wrong,
and we suggested to the inspector that in-
stend of taking the names and addresses of
these offenders and contenting himself with
swmmoning them to the court, he should talk
tn the children on the spot and point out
to them how wrong it was to do these things.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Or take them home
to their father aund let him deal with them.

Hon. A. LOVERIXN: The inspector replied
that it was not his job. We then told him
that if he continved to bring into eourt all
these potty eases we would not listen to him.
Trring the next week 30 eases were listed
hefore us, The mavor addressed the court
and objected to the attitude the bench was
taking up.

fon. .JJ. Duffell: Do you mean the mayor-
of the city of Perth?

lHon. A, LOVEKIN: Yes, Sir William
T.athlain. Fe made a2 long speeeh to ns. We
pointed out the position to him and T think he-
was impressed. Shortly afterwards the Act of
191% was passed under whieh, instead of sum-
monses being issned, a letter might be sent to
the ehildren or their parents. Afier that the
number of cases diminished, beeanse the in-
speetors began to do what we thought was
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the right thing, that is admonish the boys on
the ground and take them home and talk
to their parents.  The municipality then
took the matter out of the Court’s lands
and  dealt  with  the boys  (hewselves.
‘We agreed to that and since then the
number of cases has been very greatly re-
duceld.  The mayor of IPerth has been round
the schools several times exhorting the chil-
dren not to commit these acts of vandalism,
and s¢ forth, For the last 18 months we
have not had a single case of this kind be-
fore the court. This has represented a sav-
ing fo the State. Tt has Dbeen better for the
children to be reprimanded by their parenta
or some municipal official than to be sum-
maned before the court, and it has been bet-
ter for the parcats in that they have not had
to lose o day’s work while tha c¢hildren have
not had to lose any time from school, and
the State has heen saved the cost of the ser-
viees of the pelice in serving the summonscs.
Clause 2 of the Bill proposes to give discre-
tionary powers to the bench where clildren
are fined. Under the Justices Act it is pro-
vided that if a ehild or a person is convicted

there  shail  be  imposed  an  alternative
te the payment of a fine cither by
execution, or by a term of imprigon-

ment in the case of adults, or so many
days in a reformatory school in the ease
of a chilildh  When I first joined the court
there were children of poor parents who came
before us. There was no alternative but to
convict theze children, although we kuew the
parcnts could not pay the fine. Tt would
‘have heen a monstrous thing to send thess
children to a rcformatory wmerely hecause
their parvents could not pay the fine. In those
days I used to pay the fines myself in many
cases. Later on we came to the conclusion
that it would be better not to order an al-
ternative, but to allow the fine to stand as «
warning or deterrent, thus aveiding the irs
humanity of the other course. Recently the
Auditor General is looking after the finanees
of the State surcharged the officers of the
court with these fines. Ho said the law pre-
seribed that there should be an alternative
for every fine; ihat if there was no alterna-
tive the prosecuting officer must get the bench

to mnake an alternative or be spreharged
with the amount. T was asked to
make an alternative but L refused. The case

in whieh the application was made to me was
rather o sad one. A woman with five ehildren
to support, and receiving weekly assistance of
£1 14s. from the State, had failed to send her
children to school on two days, the reason
being, she stated, that on those two days
there” was no food in the house. © The Edu-
cation Aet aceepts no such exense, however,
Now, I certainly was not going te say fo the
woman, ‘‘1f you do not pay the 5s. fine you
must o to gaol and leave thoeso five children
to look after themselves.’’ T care not what
the law my be, T will not do such a thing.
Hoswever, T was told by the clerk of the
Children’s Court that if I did not impose an
alternative he would have to pay the finc.
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T replied, *“You shall not pay the fine, but
T will see if we camnot discover a remedy.’’
There was some ecorrespondence  between
the Auditor General and myself on the
subjeet. That eorrespondence is snmmarised
in the following letter from the Auditor Gen-
eral to myself, under date of the 2Znd .Inly
last—

Further to my letter of the 20th and our
comversation yesterday, it appears to me
that where a fine is inflicted by the Court
the conviction or order should direet that
the fine shall be recoverable, in default of
payment, by execution agninst the goods
anid chattels of the person liable, and that
in default of payment and of snfficient
goods and chattels he shall be imprisoned
for a period determined under the Justices
Act, except where the justices decide that
in licu of recovery by execution and in de-
fanlt of payment the person shall bs im-
prisoned for the term provided in the Jus-
tices Act read in connection with Section
28a of the State Children Act. I may say,
however, that I am not familiar with these
Aets, as the only thing that concerns me
is the recovery of fines, which belong to
the Consolidated Revenue Fund; and the
officer  responsible  is  surcharged  if
proper steps are not taken to colleet the
fine, TIn practice, if a warrant of execy-
tion is issned, it is considered that the
prosecuting officer has carried out his duty,
or if the authority of the Govermor in
Couneil is used for remitting the fine. In
the ease of fines in the Children’s Court it
should not be difficult to arrange periodie-
ally to obtain the Govermor in Council’s
authority to remit fines which it is not in-
tended to enforce. No doubt, if the Crown
Law Department  were approached, they
would advise as to the procedure.

All that is quite true, of course. Application
could be made to the Government to vemit
the fines, and T have no doubt the Govern-
ment would in every case remit them; but
what is going to happen whilst applieation
is being made to the Government to remit
the fines? Some ofticions official may take
the ease in hand, and the damage will be
done: the person concerned, if an adult will
go to prison, or if a chikl will go to the re-
formatory school. Accordingly, Clanse 2 of
the Bill asks that the court be given dis-
eretionary power to say whether an alterna-
tive shall be fixed or not. Tt may he argued
that if there is no alternative people will get
to know of it and will ignore any fine, How-
aver, all that the Bill asks is the granting of
discretionary power to order an alternative
or not. Hon. members can rest assured that
in thosc cases where an alternative is war-
ranted, the court will order it. 1 have made
Clause 2 apply only to children, but if any
hon. member thinks fit to go further and
make the clanse apply generally, 1 shall be
glad. That can be donc by striking out the
words ‘‘any child’? at the end of the clause.
T personally entertain the strongest objection
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to ordering imprisonment for a person who is
unable to pay a fine. [ have in view more
especinlly edueation cases, where poor par-
ents bave not the wmeans of paying fines.
(lanse 3 authorises any member of the Child-
ren's Court to visit any publie institution,
such as a gaol or reformatory, at any time.
Some of the cases which T have quoted show
that this power is necessary. So far as I can
learn, the ouly institutions which raise any
ohjection to this proposal are Government in-
stitutions. The Catholie institutions, instead
of trying to keep visitors out, endeavour
to keep them in, and to show them
everything possible. Clause 4 provides
for the striking out of the provise to Section
18 of the Act, which provides that where
bastardy eases are tried by the Children’'s
Court a special magistrate shall he a wmem-
ber of the conrt. The members of the court
say that if they are fit to-he membhers of the
court they are also fit to try these bhastardy
cases in the Children’s Court just in the same
way as they may try those cases outside the
Children’s Couwrt. Any two justices ean try
alfiliation eases omtside the Children’s Court.
"This clanse cannot be productive of harm,
and may result in a great deal of good. Many
affiliation ecases require to be dealt with
quickly, as otherwise the defendant absconds,
leaving the State to foot the hill.  Within
the past eonple of wmonths or so two such
cases have occurred, by reason of the special
magistrate not being available prompily;
otherwise the fathers womld have heen made
to pay. Complaints were laid against the
fathers, but the girlz afterwards refused to
g0 on with the cases. Section 18 of the State
Children Aet refers to the Bastardy Laws Aet
of 1873,
_the Leader of the House ns to whether, secin:s
that the Children’s Court now hears all
these bastardy eases, it would not he desirable
to merge the Bastardy Laws et of 1875 into
the State Children Act. That Aet of 18753
was evidently drawn by one of the old Equity
leaders, who took a page and a half to say
what a modern draftsman expresses in ten
lines, On looking inte the question, it was
found that for cvery scetion of the Bastardy
Laws Aect of 1875, there was a corresponding
section either in our State Children Act or
in our Justices Act, dealing with the subject
in a hetter wmanner. Far iustance, Section 4
of the Bastardy Laws Aet provides that the
evidence of the mother shall be corroborated
in a material particular. Part V. of the
State Children Aet provides the same thing,
and adds that no arder shall he made agninst
a man where the woman is proved to he a
common prostitnte.  That is still better.

The PRESITYENT: [ do not know that the
hon. member is quite in order.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: The repeal of the
Rastardy Act, Mr. Président, is provided by
this Bill. TUnder that old Act a man has six
.days before he is ealled upon to answer to
a summons, During that interval he is apt
to go away. Furthermore, o man has a month
in which to comply with an order under the

Some little time ago I consulted -
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Act of 1875, whercags under the State Child-
ren Act the procedure is far more expeditioua.
Renlly, this Bill repeals the Bastardy Laws
Acvt by implieation. T consulted Dr, Stow on
the suhjert, and the amendment contained in
the schedule to this Bill will, he states, cover
the position.  The State Children Aet, curi-
ously cnough, applies these provicions to
State children only. 1f we decleted the word
“titate’” from those sectiong of that measure,
then the provisions in question would apply
to any child as well as to State children, 1T
do not think T need say much more regarding
the Rill, sceing that most of the remaining
clauses represent amendments whieh are de-
sired by the State Chjldren Department, and
which T nm very glad to assist in bhringing
about. FEarlier in the evening 1 said that T
knew of gnly one provision from {he eorre-
sponding Acts of other parts of the world
which I considered to be of advantage to us.
The exception is a seection in the Aet of the
State of New Jersey, which provides that

-when a State child reaches the age of 17—

and a child is a child there until the age of
17 has been rveached—all reeords coneerning
that child shall be destroyed, The ohject is
to give the boxy or girl when it enlers man-
hood or womanhood a clean start in Iife.
That s impracticable here hecause of the
way the records are kept, but T am suggest-

ing a elanse which is very similar. It
reads—
Whenever any child who has been

committed to the ecare of the State or
who has been committed to an justitution
or who has been convicted under this
Act, attains the age of 18 ycars, the fact
of such committal or conviction shall not
be admissible as evidenee in any court
of law, Any official or other person who
makes publie, or is privy to making publie
the -faet that any echild has bheen com-
mitted or convieted under this Act, shall
he deemed to bhe guilty of an offenec,

This means that when a child attains man-
hood or womanhood it shall have n clean
sheet and evidence shall not be givern to
silow that the Loy or girl was u reforma.
torv boy or girl, and no official who has
access to the books of the department shall
be able to noise it abroad that a certain
child when nine or 10 years of age was con-
victed or had been an inmate of a reforma-
tory, T think this is the only section of
any other Aet which would he of any
advantage to us. I have recast the New
Jersey section in this form and T hope
members will agree to it, so that a child on
attaining manhood or wemanhood may get
a elean start in life. To me this is an im-
portant subject and I have tried as well
as I conld to place the matter fairly before
the House.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What is the explana-
tion of Clanse 10%

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: The officers of the
department want the power to go inte
theatres and other places of amusement
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where children are employed to ascertain
whether they arc being properly treated.

The Minister for Education: To see that
children under age are not employed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is already pro-
vided for in the Factories Act.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Yes, so far as fac-
tories are concerned. The object of this pro-
vision is to cmpower the probationnry officer
to enter theatres and such like places and
look after” the children. The work of the
factories inspector ceases with the elosing of
the factorics, but the probationary officer is
out at all hours of the night and will be
able to visit thentres and other places of
amusement.  If members Avsire any further
explanation [ can supply it when the Bill
reaches the Committee stage. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Mectropolitan)
[8.4]): In supporting the second reading of
the Bilt T feel sure that I am only express-
ing the opinien of every hon. member here
when I say that the greatest possible praise
must be accorded not only to Mr. Lovekin,
who has so identified himself with this
work in connection with the Children’s
Court, but to other members of the court
for the excellent work which has been done,
and above all things for the execellent ro-
sults achieved amongst the juveniles of
this State. The work of reclamation among
the voung members of socicty is one of the
greatest works which anyone could under-
take. 1 hope the work which haa bheen
carried on so efficiently will be continued
with the same if not a pgreater degree of
suecess than that whieh bas marked it in
the past. ‘The varioms cases which have
been narrated by Mr. Lovekin are such as
will arouse the sympathy of every member
of the public, and serve fo emphasise in a
very marked way the necessity for fnller
diserctionary powers being vested in mem-
bers of the court who have shown sieh
great ahility in meeting the conditien of
affairs which our other courts were guite
incapable of dealing with. We nust
appreciate the fact that in conmection with
juvenile offenders, we are confronted with
a phase different altogether from the ordin-
ary man or woman who deliberately com-
mits an offence. Mr. Lovekin gave instances
of offences against municipal regulations,
hreaches of which probably all of us were
guilty of in our younger days, when the
offence lay not so much in doing a certain
thing as in being caught in & mischievous act
which anyone might eommit without any
malicious intent. Vet the boy or girl, for
having committed such an offence, was
branded with a conviction which might last
for cver and might be brought up in evi-
denee against him or her in later years.
This is not the sort of thing we wish to see
in this enlightened century. It is very
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creditable  indeed to know what has
been done through the agency of the

members of the Children’s Court to remedy
a condition whiech should never have ex-
isted. The powers asked for are sueh as
will be readily conceded by cvery member
liere us being reasonable. The best guarantec
that thege proposed diseretions will be wisely
exercised is the record of the work of the
Childven’s ('ourt, Anyone looking at this re-
cord must realise that sympathy for the ehild
is the ountstanding feature, a desire to make,
even of admittedly had children such as those
mentioned in the storieg recounted by Mr.
Liovekin, good and useful citizens,

Hon. J, Cornell:  Through circomstances
over whieh they had no control.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Quite s0. Tf we
var, throngh the ageney of a court sueh as
this, reclaim these fallen childven, we will
be achieving somcthing in the way of im-
proving our social eonditions of which we
fight well he proud. I recognise that the
Rill secks to vest large discretionary powera
in the court, but how ean they be exercised
otherwise than by giving sueh diseretionary
powers to the court? How can we look for
social progress if the Children’s Court ia
caged in with such provisions as Clauvse 2
sceks to remedy® T may refer members to
provisions of the Justices Aet by way of em-
phasgigsing the necessity for the amendment
outlined by Mr. Lovekin. Section 155 of the
Justices Act states—

When a conviction or order adjudges or
requires the payment of u peeuniary pen-
alty or compensation or sum of money or
costs, then the conviction or order shall
direet that the same shall be recaverable
in default of pnyment by execution against
the goods and chattels of the person lialle,
and that in defanlt of payment and of suffi-
cient poods and chattels he shall be impri-
soned for a period determined in accord-
anee with the provisions of section one
hundred and sixty-seven, and subject to the
provigions of that seetion: Provided that
the justices, in licuw of direeting that sueh
penalty, eompensation, or sum of money or
costs shall be recoverable by execution,
may direet that in default of pavment the
person in lefault shall be imprisoned as
aforesaid,

This quotation shows that it is nhsolutely
eompulsory that a convietion or order shail
direct that the snm he recoverable or cuforced
in a certain wav, Now look at the conse-
guenees of this provision. The Auditor Gen-
eral’s Departmment say, ‘‘ We are here to look
after the collection of revenue, and the Jus-
tices Aet lavs down that vou shall do a cer-
tain thing; therefore you must make your
order in such a way that there are certain
alternatives attached to it. Tf you Jdo not re-
cover the penalty we shall surcharge the man
whe fails to recover it.”’ That attitude might
be all right with regard to a man or a
woman who is convicted of an offence, but in
the case of children, we are dealing with those
whom we hope will he made good eitizens and
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not bad citizens. By removing this obstacle
and giving this discretionary power asked
for, we will be accomplishing something which
will aid in the reform of children as against
the practice of branding them with an effence
for which afterwards they will probably have
cause to be sorry. JMembers will rvecollect
that some discussion took place, when the
amending Act of 1919 was before us, as to
whether the whole of the members of the
court should be given leave to visit institu-
tions. So far as I remember I supported the
idea that members of the ourt should be
given leave, and [ hope consequently that
this time the words, which it is sugpgested
shall be struck out, will be left out of the
legislation. At the present time the inclu-
sion of these words renders it necessary for
members of the Court wishing to inspeet an
institution to be authorised by the Govern-
ment to do so. 1t is surely unnecessary for
wembers of the court who are—perhaps the
Minister will telt me if 1 am wrong—ap-
reinted by the Government to get that specifie
anthorisation.

The Minister for Eduention: That is so.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: That was one argu-
meant that was advanced when this matter
was debated when the last measure was be-
fore this Chainber.  The members of the
court should most eertainly be given tha power
which is sought for thcm, The other provi-
sions of the measure, particalarly these with
regard to the repeal of the Bastardy Act, are
such as to ecommend themselves to avery hon.
memher.  Clause 10 to whieh JMr. Panton
alluded is one which I think, on closer study,
he will admit is of advantage in every way.

Hon, A, H. Panton: I was only looking for
information,

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: That clause is in
every way an advantage fo the children and
to the community. I welcome the suggestion
made by Mr. Lovekin as te the desirability
of preventing any records against children
heing used agninst them when they reach yvears
of diseretion.

Hon. J. Corneil: Tt would be a good thing
if that applied to members of Parliament as
well.

Hon. J, NICTIOLSON: There might be
some advantage in that teo, bat we certainly
should desire to see that children get a fair
chanee in life, They have burdens enough
with parents wio do not look after them as
they should, If we, as members of this Cham-
ber, have any opportunity of helping these
children we shall be neglecting our duty if
we do not avail ourselves of that opportu:'!ity.
I have mueh pleasure in supporting the second
reading of this Bill.

Hon. A, F. PANTON (West) [8.19]: T
do not propese to take up much time in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill. After
all is snid and done, the Bill is one to give
the court fuller discretionary power. From
my knowledge of the members of the Child-
ren’s Court, T am prepared to give them that
power. In the circumstanees, they are doing

.
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good work. Mr, Lovckin saw fit to throw
nmonquets at the Labour Party, sl it is not
often that we receive them from that quarter.
I do not look for bougquets, but when we were
askedl to participate in the child welfare
movement for this month, we did so and set
out, as far 2s we could, to point out the
canse of the lack of chitd welfare at the pre-
sent time, namely, the economic position we
are in to-day.

Hon. 1. Cornell: Booze has a good deal to
do with it, too. .

Hon, A, T, PANTON: Auyone who tnkes
an interest in the operations of the Childven's
Court from the little news we do get throngh
the Press, must have been struck—and T was
pleased that Mr, Tovekin dealt with that
aspect to-night—at the number of cases taken
hefore the court which appear to e frivo-
lous ones. I agree with My, Nicholson that
there are very few members of this Chamber
who were not bad hoys in their voung days
at one time or another, The hoy who docs
not throw a stone or *‘pinch’’ a peach on
odd aceasions, will not make mueh of 2 man
when he grows np. I am very sorry for the
little hoys who do unothing wrong at any
time. While the court is asking for dis-
cretionary powers, [ am sorry that the
offivials—I do not desire to say anything de-
rogatory to the officials—do not nse a fittle
more iliscretion. There are some officials,
not only in this department, for it applies
to other departments as well, ineluding police-
men and so on, whe think that if they are
in an official position they are not carrying
out their jobs unless they pile up convietions.
That is altogether wrong, more especially in
a department such as the one under review.
When these inspectors eatch hoys kicking a
football in the park ngainst the regulations
of the City Couneil, it would do a lot more
good if they were enught by the back of the
neek and taken oft te their fathers rather
than to the eourt. Tn my opinion 93 per
cent. of the eases which come before the
conrt on charges involving the breaking of
the City Couneil regulations is duve to the
groed of the landlords of the eity. If it
were not for that aspeet we would have more
playgrounds or, at any rate, higger back
vards whieh would be hetter still.  If we had
these there would net be so many cases of
breaking trees in the City Connmeil’s parks.
The trouble to-day is that in most parts of
the ecity the baek yards are not bhig enough
for the children to play there. TIn conse-
quence, the childven are forced out in the
parks and gutters where, perhaps, they pelt
stones at Chinamen.

Hon, J. Cornell: There are plenty of parks
in Sydney, but the people there prefer to
live in flats.

TMon. A. H. PANTON: T am mnot talking
about Svdnev. T was there recently, and T
got back to Perth as quickiv as T conuld. That
is my opinion of Sydney. T am satisfied that
the Children’s Court or any other eourt would
be working along the right lines if they en-
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deavoured to get bigger playgrounds for the
children, and provision were made whercby
there would be bigger yards in connection
with the houses. If that were dome there
would not be so many trees brokem im our
parks. T hope Mr. Lovekin aud his colleages
in the Children’s Court will be able to use
their influence with the inspectors and give
these youngsters a chance. I have two boys
myself. If they went to kick a foothall and
the ball was stuck in a tree, docs any hon.
member think that boys seeh as I have or
any other boy would look around for some-
cne to get the ball down for them? On the
contrary, nny youngster would at once elimb
a tree in order to get the foothall down.
Then what happens if the boy knocks down
3 braneh? An officer comes up and hauls
him off. If the officer were to take the hoy
to his parent, it would be better, for the
parent could deal with him straight away.

Hon. R. J. Tiynn: The father might deal
with the inspector.

Hon, A, H, PANTON: The father would
rather deal with the youngster than lose a
day in poing to the court., I realisc the diffi-
culty the court is up against. T want to add
my congratulations to the court for the good
work the members of that tribunal are doing.
I helieve that in the circumstances they have
given many a young girl especially an oppor-
tnity to retricve her footsteps. I believe
the average youngster is not born a criminal.
In faet, T am certain that very few are born
criminals. It is their environment that canses
the tro+ble. When the inspectors are going
round and notice n girl with a mother such
as the one referred to to-nmight, it should not
be 5 ease of taking the girl before the court
but rather one of putting the mother aside
gomewhere and getting someone deeent to
look after the girl. I support the second
reading, and I hope the members of the court
will induce the inspectors to use a little more
digeretion.

On motion by Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—COURTS OF SESSION.
Second Reading.

MINISTER PFOR EDUCATION
(Hou. H. P. Colebatch—East) {825] in
moving the second reading said: The
Iaw relating to the courts of general and
quarter sessions of. the peace is contained
in an old ordinance dated so far back as
1845. It is entitled ‘‘ An ordinance to make
provision for the trial of eriminal offences at
Albany and other remote places.’’ It is
hardly to be wondered at that of recent years
difficalties have been experienced in adminis-
tering this old ordinance, the circumstances of
the State having altered so vitally from what
they were when the ordinance was passed. Tt
js thought that better provision should be
made for the loecal administration of the
eriminal law in the interests of economy so
far as the State is concerned and of the
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saving of time and money to the people
directly concerned. This Bill is presented
for that purpose and for the constitution of
courts of session. It is provided that the
divided into scssions divi-
stons. Each division will consist of one or
more magisterinl distriets and a court of ses-
sion will be established for each division.
The Bill does not make it compulsory to have
a court of session for every part of the State,
That is & matter which is within the disere-
tion of the Governor in Couneil, Tn some
cases it will be quite unnecrssary to establish
such courts of session. For imstance, in
Perth and in the surrounding districts where
the Supreme Court serves the purpose, it will
be unnceessary to establish a court of ses-
sion. The Bill provides that the court shall
be constituted and held, before a chairman
who must be cither a police magistrate or a
resident magistrate, or a court may he held
before a chairman and any one or more jus-
tices of the peace or betfore a judge of the
Supreme Court. It is provided that no jus-
tice shall be competent to sit on tho court
unless he is a justice of the peace for the
whole State or clsg for somo magisterial dis-
trict that is ineluded in that particular ses-
sions division. A judge will only sit hy virtue
of a speeial writ which may be issved at the
instance of the Attorney General, It is also
provided that the judge shall preside over
the court alone and it will not he compe-
tent for a justice of the peace to sit when a
jndge is presiding. The provision of such
conrts as these will secure a certain amount
of deeentralisation in the administration of
the eriminal law and that will be undoubtedly
of advantage to the partics concerncd. It
will also ensure that the judge will be avail-
uble and will try those cascs which should
be tried before a judge. Of course, courts of
session will be debarred from trying certain
cases except when a judge is presiding over
the court. These eases include murder and
wilful murder, treason, sedition, offences
against the executive or legislative power or
politieal liberty, and piracy. Trials will in
all cases be by jury and the general method
of trial will be praetically the same as in the
Sopreme Court. Provision is contained in the
Bill for the compilation of jury lists for each
sessions division. Appeals from decisions of
justices of the peace may be heard before a
judge or a gommissioner sitting in the court
of gessions in the division in which such de-
cigion was given. So far as the details of
the Bill are concerned, there are only a few
clauses to which I desire to direct the atten-
tion of hon. members. Most of the clauses are
of a purely formal nature and are elear in
their wording. Referring to Clause 4 the reason
that the Perth, Swan and Fremantle districts
are deemed to constitute one magisterial dis-
triet, is that they are already treated as one
under the Jury Act Amendment Act of 1905,
They are treated as one for the purpose of
compiling the jurors’ book from which jurors
are chosen for the trial of proceedings in
those districts, As T have already intimated,
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it is not likely that a sessions division will
be proclaimed in that portion of the State
covercl Ly those distriets, beciuse it is soffi-
ciently servell by the Supreme Court; but if
a sessions division i3 proelaimed it will have
to include all three districts so as to har-
monise with the existing arrangements in re-
ference to juries. The provise relating to the
districts of 13ast and West -Kimberley is in-
serted sp as to preserve the existing pro-
visions of the Aet 350 Viet, No. 27 so far as
they can be applied to courts of session.

Hon. (. W. Miles: Is it proposed to send
a judge to try these cases!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tf
they were cases which could wot be heard
except before a judyge, then a judge would
cither go to the place of hearing or else the
case would be brought to Perth, whichever
would be the best and the cheapest methed
of doing it. At the present time so far as
trials in the North are eoncerned, the prae-
tice is in the case of tribal murders to issue
a Commission, and the Commissioner who is
appointed tries the case. In those cases which
are of a wmore serious nature it is usuwally
more expeditious to bring the case to Perth
for trial rather than to send a judge there.
Clause 12 makes provision fer the appoint-
ment of a Commissioner in certain circum-
stanees, but, as provided in the Supreme
Court Aet 44 Vie. No. 10, and also the
Supreme Court Act 1903, any Commissioncr
who is appoinfed must bo a legal praeti-
tioner of at least seven years’ standing or
else a magistrate of a local court, The juris-
diction of the court, as L have already ex-
plained, is limifed to this extent, that enly
when a judge is presiding ean eertain cases
such as murder, wilful murder, or treason be
heard. Clause 16 is modelled on Section 577
of the Criminal Code, but whereas that sec-
tien gives power to remove a case from one
court to another court of competent juris-
diction, this clause gives power to a judpe
to order a case to be removed to a court,
which, without the order, would not be eom-
petent to try the case. Clanse 21 makes pro-
vision for adapting the provisions of the
Jury Aet to magisterial Qistriets which are
comprised in or constitute sessions divisions.
Under the Jury Act, a jurors’ book is made
up for each magisterial district, but Perth,
Swan, and Fremantle are, as has heen stated,
treated as one district. This clause substi-
tutes the sessions divisions, wherever they are
established, for the magisterial districts, and
dircets the jurors’ books to be made up for
each sessions division. As the time for mak-
ing up the jurors’ books is January in each
year, Subelause 3 gives the Governor power to
make special provisions to make up the first
book for a sessions division, as the division
might be established some time after the or-
dinary time for making up the jurors’ bhook
had pas=ed. Clause 34 makes provision for
appeals. Appeals under the Justices Act,
19021920, are of two kinds—dircet, and by
way of order to review. In the former case
the appeal must be made, firstly if the de-
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vision appenied for wus yiven in a cirenit
distriet to a judge at the eireuit eourt in sueh
district, or seconlly, if the devision was not
siven in a eirenit district, to a judge in Perth,
In the latter cage an order to review the de-
cision must be obtained trom a judge, and
this is made returnable before the Supreme
Court or a judge of the Supreme Court. The
effect of this clause is to give an option te
appeal, under Section 183, against a (decision
given in o sessions division to the court of
sessions of that <livision, or to have the order
to review na devision given in a sessions divi-
sion made retwernable betore the court of ses-
sions of that division, instead ¢of in the SBu-
preme Court.  But in either case the eourt of
session nust be held before a judge. Clause
35 amends Seetion 9 of the Cireuit Courts
Act. It may happen that a sessions division
may cover the whole or part of a eirenit dis-
triet. In that case Seetion 9 of the Cirenit
Courts Aet would stand in the way of the
court exercising its jurisdiction, for that sec-
tion says that accused persons committed to
take their trial in a cireuit district shall be
committed to take their trial at the cirenit
court. Conscquently, if that provision were
allowed to stand, it would be impossible to
send them for trial to a court of scssion,
The c¢lause in the Bill proposes to remove
that diffieulty by substituting ‘¢*may’’ for
“'ghall.”’ The remaining provisions of the
Bill are very simple, and I comumend them to
the favourable consideration of hen, members.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed,

Rill read a second time.

BILL—RECTPROCAL EXFORCEMENT
OF JUDGMENTS.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [8.36] in moving the
second reading said: This is a very simple
measure. It follows closely on the lines of
Part 2 of the English Administration of .Jus-
tice Act of 1920, 'I'he objects of the measore
arg to provide for the enforcement in West-
ern  Australia of Jjudgments obtained in
superior courts in other WBritish dominions,
and also to provide for the issue by the Su-
preme (ourt of certifieates of judgments with
a view to the judgments being enforeed in
other British dominions. The Bifl is made to
apply dircetly to the United Kingdom, and it
will not apply to other British dominions
until the Governor extends its application to
those dominions, and such extension will
only be made on the Governor being satis-
fied that reciproeal provisions have beecn
made by the legislature of that eountry.
That is the sole purpose of the BiN. [
move—

That the Bill be now read g secand time.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.
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BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—FEast) [8.39] ir moving
the second reading said: This also is &
small Bill to make two neccssary amend-
ments to the Local Courts Act. The first
8 to permit of a judgment creditor being
represented at the hearing of a judgment
summons by a clerk or a servant in his or
his solicitor's employment. At the present
time a judgment creditor, if he does not
attend in person, must employ a solicitor,
unless the magistrate otherwise orders, and
I believe it generally happens so far as
some of our courts ure concerned, that 2
magistrate refuses to ‘‘otherwise order.’
The object of the judgment summons, as
members are aware, is to have a debtor
examined as to his means, and if he has
means and refuses to pay he may be sent
to prison for contempt or court. It will
readily be understood that when a ecase
reaches that stage the creditor’s chance of
recovery is rather small, and it is hard that
he should be put to what is considered un-
necessary expense to further prosecute what
little chanece he has, It is considered that
a debtor ean easily be examined as to his
means by a elerk in the employ of the
solicitor.

Hon. J. Nicholson ;
practice for him too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
second amendment provides for a plaintiff
getting summary judgment on application
to the magistrate without waiting for the
day of trial. It is well known that many
defendants give notice of defence simply
for the purpose of delaying a claim, with-
out having any intention of disputing it.
The object of the amendment i1s to enable
a plaintiff to call upon rhe defendant to
appear in chambers to show eause why
judgment should not be entered against
him, and unless the defendant shows he
really has n defence, the magistrate will
be empowcred to give judgment for the
plaintiff straight away. The procedure has
been adopted for vears in the Supreme
Court.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is commonly known
‘ag Order 14,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has been in force for wmany years in the
© Supreme Court. It is understood that this
amendment will oaly apply to cases for
debt, It cannot apply to cases in whicl
damages are clnimed.  These are the only
two matters dealt with in the Bill. T
move—

That the Bill be
time.

Question put and passed.

And it is good

now read a second

Bill read a sccond time.
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BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMEND.-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [8.42] in moviag
the sccond reading said: This also ia a very
small Bill. Tts purpoert is te amend the law
of evidence. The necessity for it arises
out of the evidence given before the Royal
Commisgion on the Pillaging of Cargo. In
that inquiry the late Chief Justice Madden
expressed himself as follows:—

We also think, having regard to the
persistent  recurrence of difliculties of
this kind in such cases as this, that the
legislature might he acting wisely in de-
claring by Act of Parliament that appar-
ently genuine shipping docnmeats shall
be admigsible in evidence on presenta-
tion, As the law now stands it is almost.
impossible to obtain a conviction against
the objection to their admissibility which
will of course be raised. It appears to
us that the matter is one which might be
efficientiy and justly deali with by the
legislature.

The measurc is undoubtedly necessary, for
without it it wounld often be impossible to
prove the owmership of goods stolen from
ships or wharves, unless the court, as com-
templated by this measure, is authorised to
accept shipping (ocnments as prima facie
evidence of the ownership of the goods. A
gimilar Aet has already been passed in
Tasmania, I move —

That the Bill be now read a second
time. :

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Mectropolitan-Sub-
urban) [8.45): Surely this is a very diifer-
ent proposal from the last two which we put
through so cxpeditiously. This is a matter
which alters the law of evidenee in o eriminat
ease. The first glance tells us that herc is
a decision given by the Supreme Court of Vie-
torin in 1917. Is that binding on the courts
in Western Australia? Do we look to Vie-
toria as our guide in criminal law?  Apart
from that, we are told that & Statute has
Leen passed in New South Wales and in Tas-
manin. Why has not the Act been passed in
Victoria? I only mention that, after having
a yglanee at this memorandum to the Bill
T hope hon, members will agree that it calls -
for a little inquiry. I do not suggest that
after we have more evidence on the point we
may not put it through, but I do not think
it will be very satisfactory if we rush the Bi)’
through without further evidence. This i.
not o simple Bill, as the others were, and so
it demands further consideration,

On motion by Hen. A. Lovekin, debate ad-
journed,
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BIiLl: -OFFLCIAL TRUSTEE.
‘econd Reading.

The MINIST "R FOR EDUCATION (Hen.
H. P. Colebatch- -East) |8.47] in moving the
second reading .. cid: This Bill has been
drafted in aveord nee with an arrangement
comie to between [is Honour the Chief Jus-
tice, the Ministr  controlling the Crown Law
Department, o . the Public Service Commis-
sioner. Its ¢ ect is to more effectnally deal
with the trr ¢ funds in the Supreme Court.
The Supr se Court holds trust funds of
varving ¢ .racters. First there are the moneys
put ints court in trust for minors or others
or iu * tions; then there are wmoneys helong-
ing t the estates of lunatics, moneys belong-
ing o the estates of convicts, moneys in the
ke s of the Official Reeeiver, and moneys in
t! ¢« hands of the Curator of Intestute Estates.
“a the past these have all been dealt with by
ifferent officials and wnder various controls.
jome have been controlled by the Master.
Che Master is an officer of legal quali-
fications, but not necessarily of account-
ancy gualifieations, which are more or less re-
quired in dealings with matters of this kind.
1t is thought desirable to coucentrate the

. whole of these funds under one oflicer having
specinl knowledge of financial transactions.
Bnt, as various Acts provide that the Master
shall control certain of these accounts, it is
neeessary to bring in a Bill to legalize the
altered methods whieh, as n matter of faet,
have already been brought into practice. Un-
der the new system the various officers of the
staff dealing with these acecounts will he
placed under the Official Receiver as the Offi-
cinl Trustee, and he will take the responsi-
hility of the financial side of the transactions,
the Master being -left to deal with the legal
matters of the Central Office, These altera-
tions hiave been in contemplation for quite a
considerable time, Buot it happened that there
were amongst the higher officers of the Su
preme Court u number who were on the verge
of the retiring age. It was thought undesir-
able to make the changes wntil those officers
reached the retiring age. Now they have
reached that age and left the Department,

and therefore it is o convenient time for mak- .

ing the general re-organisation and recon-

struction.  There has been completed an aundit

inspection of the Central Office and the lun-
acy estates, and the report shows that the
hooks halance with the Treasury, and also
that all the securities, ete., are in perfect
order, But the andit nlso diselosed—and this,
T think, was quite expected—a number of
mingr discrepancies in book-keeping, due to
the faet that the officers in the Central Offica
are ot peconatants or book-keepers, but men
appointed for their legal knowledge, and nct-
ing under the Mauster of the C'ourt. The import-
anee of having this matter put on a sound
huginess foundation will be realised when the
size of these accounts is taken into considera-
tion. ‘The halanee at the end of the financial
vear showed that we had in hand £27,000 in
Iunacy estates, £23.000 in trnst in the Su-
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preme Court, while the year's transactions of
the Curator showed moneys protected to the
value of £22,000, making «u total of £72,000
dealt with in these three main offices, in addi-
tion to which there are funds in the hands of
the Official Receiver and a few small amounts
invested on account of prisomers. Some time
ago an endeavour was made to carry out the
South Australian system of investing all these
trust funds in  Government securities, the
funds being put inte the Treasury at-the or-
dinary Govermwment rate of interest. This,
however, reccived a good deal of epposition
from trustees and solicitors in charge of es-
tates, becanse they realised that in many in-
stances the result of this investment meant a
considerable loss tn the estates.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Moreover it would not
he safe for the Treasury to have the handling
of that money.

The MINISTER TFOR
That agpeet of it was not taken into
constderation. 1u  one instanee an anmount
of £1000 was in trust for the sup-
port and education of a child. The
interest then payable hy the Government did
net leave suffieient money to earry ont the
purpose. whereas the monev might he quite
safely invested outside at a higher rate of
interest, amd so carry out the wishes of the
persom who had left it. Although in each in-
stance no investment of this sort took plaee
without the consent of the frustee or solicitor
acting for the parties on whose hehalf the
money was held, such investmenis by the
Master without the neccessary machinery to
continually wateh these matters were to a
certain extent risky. The main object to be
now achieved is to have a proper official with
a proper staff to control all these moneys and
attend to the various details required. The
having of this department means no inerease
of officers, but merely a readjustment of
duties. In faet it wil) result in a decrease of
officers and considerable economy in admin-
istration. Moreover by having these matters
under one head, better all round results
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will be given to those whose moneys are en-

trusted to the Supreme Cowrt. The expense
in connection with the matter is defrayed by
the ecommissions allowed under the different
Acts for the handling of those funds. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
nrban) {8.53]: T have only just discovered
that we are denling, not with the Minister
for Bdueation, hut with the Minister for
Justice, T eould not understand how all these
legal Bills had so suddenly made their ap-
pearance here, until I discovered that the
hon. member is also Minister for Justice. Ap-
parently the new broom is sweeping very
clean. T realise that as usual the explanation
givenr by the hon. member was very lued
and persuasive. But here again T hope the
House will not put thizs Bill through merely
heeauge we have had the uswal elear and
Ineid explanation.
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The Minister for Education: We are not

asking you to put any of them through to-
night.
. Mr. SANDERSON: | have known the
Minister for a good many years, and when-
ever he brings in a Bill T view it with sus-
picion, whatever it may be. That is why 1
pit here all the time I can to watch him, to
sec¢ that he does not do any more damage to
this country. Here we are dealing with
trustees. That should make us careful. Here
we are dealing with official Trostees. That
should make us doubly eareful, and here
we are Jealing with the Minister for Jus-
tice. If after our painful expericnce of the
past five years that does not make us care-
ful, I do not know what will. I hope the
second reading of this Bill will not be put
through this evening.

The Minister for Edueation:
journment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON:
move the adjournment.
waste any time. We are all here to watch
the Minister for Jugtice. Tf he can eom-
mend himsef to the Chamber, very well, Tf

Move the ad-

I do net want to
T do not want to

hon. members do not want this debate ad-
journed, T have no desire to block publie
business.

The PRESTDENT: The hon. member

must debate not the adjonrnment, but the
Bill itself. .
" Hon. A. SANDERSON: I do not wish to
debate the Bil, until we get into Committee.
I hope some hon, member will move the ad-
journment, and that we shall have a full
discussion later on,

On motion by Hon. J.

) Ewing, dcbate ad-
journed.

House odjouwrned at 3.55 puan,
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QRUESTION —GOVERNMENT
MOTOR CARS.

Mr., MeCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
How many motor cars have -been purchased
for the use of Government officers in all de-
partments during the past two years? 2,
What was the eost of each ear so purchased?
3, What is the official pogition held by each
officer for whose nse the c¢ar is mainly re-
gquired? 4, Are all the cars cmployed in the
metropolitan district honsed at the. Govern-
nient garage attached to the Works Depart-
ment? 5, What are the names of the officers
vontrol]ing cars which are retained at their
private residences or clsewhere than at the
(iovernment garage?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3, Apri-
cnltural Department one, £324—dairy and pig
expert; Agrieultural Bank three, £210, £385,
£305-—field inspectors; Colonial Sceretary’s
Department one, £550—Inspector General of
the Insane; Government garage four, £543
7s. 6id., £350, £310, £350—general purposes;
Lands Department three, £265, £265, £265
105, £368 14s. Jd.—pastoral lease inspeetors
and distriet surveyors: Public Works De-
partment ten, £375—building inspector. €615
—'hief Enginecer for Water Supply, £395—
Principal assistant  to  Enginecr-in-Chief,
£357 10s.—Northam Water Supply Depart-
went, £350—Kalgaorlie Water Supply Depart-
mcnt £205, £357 10s., £305, £300, £300—State
'l'mplement Works tr:l\'o]!ers; Workers’ Homes
Board one, £305—inspeetor; Police De-
partment one. £324—police  purposes gen-
crally. 4, No. 5, Agricultural Banks
Inspectors E. G, Kelso, T, Hickey, J.
A. B. Phillp; Inspector General for the
Tusane, Dr. J. T. Anderson; Lands Dis-
tricts Tnspectors G. P, Camm and A, W,
Canning; Public Works Department. K. Tin-
dale, P. V. O'Brien, F. E. Shaw; Tramway
Department, W, H. Taylor (manager); Water
Supply Department, E. B. Roark (engineer)
—at private restdences; Poilice Departnent,
ear kept at police gavage; Workers” Homes
Roard, ear kept at rvear of office.

Hon. P. Collier: No wonder there is a de-
fieit.

The PREMTER: These officers have to do
their work. All of the cars are not new ones.

BILLS (2)—MESSAGES,
Messages from the Governor reecived and
read recommending the following Bills:—
1, Wheat Marketing.

2, Grain.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL TRAM-
WAYS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING
ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.



